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- PREFATORY NOTICE.

Tur following Letters, from the pen of ‘Ritson,
und sddremed to the late Mr George Patom, of the
time printed :——and it is presumed no apology is me-
remaing, of an individus! who was so much, and se
justly celebrated for his literary sttaluments.

Mr Paton hed, for & long series of years, devoted
himself to the study of Scotish sntiquities. From
bis father, who was o hockseiler in Edinburgh, he
aoquired a large collection of books, to which the un~
remitting industry of & long life enabled him to make
large and importent additions. Although his means
were limited, {his income as a clerk in the Custom=
House for many years not exceeding the small pit-
tance of £60,) he was ensbled, by frugelity, and per-
baps by some small sum left him by bis father, not
only to subsist in a reputshle manner, but gredually
to ingrease his valuable library. -



vi

He died vpon the 6th of March 1807, at an ad-
vanced age, and greatly regretted by those who had
the pleasure of being scqoainted with him. In the
Gentleman's Magazine for October the same year,
the following notice of his demise occurs :—

* At Edinburgh, in his 87th year, Mr George
Paton; who, novwithstanding he held no higher
rank than the place of a clerk in the Custom- House,
bad & mind and a library enriched with s fund of
sntiquarian knowledge of North Britais, historicsl
snd topographical, confomed by the ohlipntions which
which certain of his neighbours took to concesl his
death and the destination of his bocks. Ameng the
many whp experienced his filendly aid, none has
more gratefally expresssd it than the editor of the
new edition of the Brifish Topography, and of Came
den’s Britanwis ; in the Prefice to the firstof which,
be speaks of him, as ™ having spared no trouble or
expense to enlarge the article of Seotish topogma-
phy ; which, in the cotirse of ten yesss from the
first odition, by the indefatigable sitention of his
very ingenions and commuanicative friend, Mr George
Paton, .of the Custom-House, Edinburgh, he was
ensbled to nearly double.” There is & mmall pore
trait of him, a private plate, etched in 17856 ; when
he was * et (4, nat. 1721." Mr Paton's brother
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was minister at Ecclesfechan, where he died lately,
posseased also of & valuable libeary.”

The correspandence between Paton and Gough,
iz preserved in the Adwoestes’ Librury, and it affords
the most Jecisive proaf of the value of the infrma-
tion given. Of its importance, Gough was fully
aware ; and the kindly and sffpctionste tepe of kis
lstters, ahews, how grateful he fult for the amistance
afforded. There is o manly snd sffectionate sincerity
about them much to his credit, snd they pregent 3
remarkshie contrast to the lettars from Bishop Pezcy,
who was under equally great obligations to Paten;
but who, courtier like, proffered mugh more thay he
ever inténded to perform ; and probably imagiped,
M&emwlmmhpdhmm
amﬁmmfmdm&fuum o
ed by ame of the individuals, whase pmdwwm
by his means. bronght in u somewhat unfavourshla
point of view before the public, in thet valushle
work, for essisting him in which, Gough had paid
him such deserved compliments; as Captein Arm-
strong, who bad engraved some maps of the mgre
had been to & vertain extent censured, thoyght propes
to favour the respectable old gentlemsn with the
following mest extraordinary epistle:—
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Norwich, May 19. 1782
Sim,

It was not till very lstaly that Mr Gouagh's two
volumes of British Topography fell into my bands.
As he sckmowledges himself beholden fo yow for the
Scottish anecdotes, I cannot suppress a strong inclina-
tion to eongratulate the public on the joint lxbours of
imo gentlomen, remarkahle for their depth of under-
standing snd impartial eriticisms, which I shall mose
certainly do (in gratitude for your very liberal account
of my publieations) before I am o twelvemonth alder :
but, az | em now writing in copfidence, I ntill will
be more friendly.

The whole work is a stupid, ill-digested, ignorant,
and illiberal jumhle of scraps and opinions, too cone
temptible for serious perusal.

Itmlymmthmgmnlnmﬂlha
compiler of this Catalgzue of twopenny halfpenny
pemphlets and prints to become s Reviewer! By
whose advice be bas presumed to swell the books
with his and gour charscters of publications, I know
not ; Mhuﬂupﬂtnﬂlpmhtbeﬂmmxﬁn
rendering the work a base, libellous, raseally per-
formance, evidently calculated to injure individusls,
and imposs on the public a surreptitions detail of
things, in & manner partly uninteresting, and partly
fiagitioua '




