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PREFACE

THris volume is designed to meet the needs of a class
in the outline history of English literature, and does
not attempt to give elaborate statements. Simply
worded definitions, abundant illustrations, and a few
suggestions in regard to supplementary books for further
study make up the contents of the book. Once in
possession of the elementary facts in regard to poetry,
students may be led by the most advanced inductive
methods to-analyze individual poems, and so gradually
build up a more complete and more independent knowl-

edge of the details of poetics.
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A FIRST BOOK OF POETICS

VERSIFICATION

“ Scansion. The scansion of English verse is based
chiefly upon stress, or accent, not, as in Latin and
Greek, wholly upon quantity. '

Ex, “Grow rich | in that | which nevier takjeth rist)”

SIONEY: Asvophel and Stelia.

In this instance the reader follows the normal pro-
nunciation of these words in prose, paying little atten-
tion to the length of the vowels.
¢ Metre and Rhythm. Rhythm is the recurrence of
stress at intervals; metre is the regular, or measured,
recurrence of stress. A verse {a single line of poetry)
may contain from one to seven stresses.

Monometer (moném-e-ter) is a verse of one stress,
rarely used in English poetry except in sequence with
longer verses,

Ex. “We die)

As your | hours do | acd dry]
Awiy].”
HERRICE: T» Daffodils,
¢ l:Dfmmer.(d{m-Eater} is verse of two stresses.

“ Her pretity feét|

Like snails | did creep].”
HERRICE ; Ga Misiress Suson Sostheoell : Her Feef,
1
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Tﬂmrgr (trim-e-ter) is verse of three stresses.

Ex. *Then welicome each | rebuf]
That turns | earth's smﬂ'ﬂth[m:su rough].”
BROWNING : Kaldi Ben Exra,

Tetrameter (te-trdm-e-ter) is verse of four stresses.

£x,  “His thoughts | were highler than | the hills].”
DVER: Cmibis,

Pentameter (pen-tdm-e-ter) is verse of five stresses.

Ex. “And gn.th|enn§ wa.lllum twit[bs:r in | the skies, "
KEATS: Ode fo Autumn,

Hevameter (hex-Am-e-ter) is verse of six stresses.

Ex. “Tibur is | beautiful, | too, and the | orchard | slopes,
and the | Anio|

CLOUGH © Awmowrs de Foyage.
Heptameter (hep-tdm-e-ter) is verse of seven stresses.

Ex, “The fllling out | of faith]ful flends | renewling is
of love].”
EDWARDS | Amantivee fre,
Place of Btress. A foot is that portion of a verse
which contains one stressed syllable and one or more
unstressed syilables.
An fambus (i-dm-bus) is a foot of two syllables in
which the stress falls upon the second syllable. This is
the foot most frequent in English verse.

Ex, “They §l|5n serve | who on|ly stand | and wait|.”
MILTON: On it Blinduers,
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A trockee (tro-ke) is a foot of two syllables in which
the stress falls upon the first syllable.
Ex, “ Willows | whiten, | aspens | quiver]."
TENNVSON : Tk Lody of Shalet.
A dacty! (ddc-tyl) is a foot of three syllables in which
the stress falls upon the first syllable.

Ex. “ Bird of the | wilderness |
Blithesome and | cumberiess|.”
HOGG: The Skylark.
An anapest (dn-a-pest) is a foot of three syllables in
which the stress falls upon the third syllable.
Ex, “The Assyrfian came down | like a wolf | on the fold].”
BYRON: The Dentrustion of Seanacherid.
A spondee (spién-dee) is a foot of two stressed sylla-
bles, and is used most frequently in curlbmahun with
the dactyl. !
: apnnh |
Ex. Silence and | sorrnw are 4 stmng a.nd p.ment :«nldu:

m"ﬁﬂ gvd]iim I
LoNGFELLOW : Evangeling.

Other feet less frequently found in English verse and
imitated from the classics are named below. Defini-
tions may be found in the dictionary. Amphibrach,
Amphimacer, Bacchius, Antibacchius, Molossus, and
Tribrach.

A verse is called catalectic when one syllable is lack-
ing in the final foot, acatalectic when the final foot is
complete,



