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CHAFPTER L.
FREELTMINARY

On the great battle-field of the human mind,
whers, from age to age, the strife 13 uneeasing
and the mest brilliant victory of any particular
sehool of thought means only that the conflied
15 transferred o other ground, and, perhaps,
higher levels, two great and irreconcilable powers
are cogagoed in g fieree strogegle for mastery.
Cne of lheze combatants is Pupernatucalism,
under which torm woe include all the super-
vatural relipions of the world, with Christinnity
at their head; the other iz Rationalism, by
which we mean the free and [earless application
of remsom, regaydless of eonsequences, to all
questions of ethics, seience, philosophy, and
religion. Both alike arve children of Evolution ;
but, while one is hoar with age, and looks back
upon & long maturity which stretehes fur away
into the dim abyss of prehistoric fime, the other
glows with the vigour and promise of youth,
and its gaze and expectalion are directed
towards the present and the future, with all
the glorions possibilities which they enfold.
[



8 PHELIMINARY

To the present writer it seems that this
strugele cen have but one result.  Rationalism
or Naturalism (the teyme are practically symo-
nymous) i3 swiftly and snrely bealing back the
forees of Supernaturalism at oll points, and the
day of ite final vietory—in the Western world
at least—cannot be far distant. Armed with
the sword of Sclence, elad in the coat of mail
which hag been slowly fashioned by human
thought and effort during many painfal centuries.
Bationalism possossos inestimable advantages in
the war with the myths and Inbles of the past,
and againel the fotile longings for the mage
and tho mystery of a supernatural world. 'Theze
things have been weighed in the balunce of
Heason and fonnd wanting; in bold and
indlelible characters thoir fate iz writfem on
the wall in the sight of all mankind; by all
the lawa of nature and of human thought they
ara doomed to extinetion.

It is clear that Mr. Balfour has realised with
special vividness the overwhelming strength of
the Rationalist case against Christiamiby, and
that he does not indulge in any vein hope that
the hostile verdicts of science, history, and
Biblieal eriticism may be reversed by further
investigations and diseoverios. Apparvently he
accepts fhese wverdigts. In his speech ab
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(lasgow, November 4th, 1901, he urged that the
“ great change in our views of the history of the
world,” to which *f every seience has eontributed
—astronomy, geology, physies, anthropology,”
carries with it **the need and necessity, not of any
change in Christian doctrine, not of any change
of religion, but of » chunge of statement of the
thought and setting in which religion i from
age to age presented to the people.” Baf if
rwords are fo vepresent things, and to le
-?H':]HIE}’Ehitlg more than empty sounds, a changoe of
slatement which is necessitated by * ihe greatest
revolutions in scenlar and seigntific thought of
‘which miy reeord remains to usz '’ must involve
izome changs of doctrine. Mr. Balfour admifs
that this iz the cwse whon, in the same speech,
he refers lo *f the great harm, in some cases tho
inealeulable harm, and the immessarable loss
which has oeeurred through that being -mpr-é-
santed as integral and essentinl which was, after
“all, lemporary and accidental.”  That is to say,
features of the Christian religion whieh have
"been held by high anthorities to be of the utmost
importance, and, in fact, “infegral and essential,”
may, under stress of criticism and advaneing
knowledge, be abandoned as * temporary and
aceidental.” This is more than a change of
seffing "' ; it is a change of doctring, and,



