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WITNESSES

TG

THE TRUTHN.

. Tre glerioys idea of the final sadvation of
Universul Man, has kindled the pages of lit-
erature since it wes first fully developed by
Iim, who, in the porposes of Deity, 1n the des-
tined apent of its accomplishment. From the
year 120, down fo the dawn of the Reformation,
it wos nmever wholly extinct, though, owing to
the baleful influence of Henthenivm, the shrines
of Christianity were fur cemturies burning with
the lurid fires of endless min and wrath, almost
exclugively. The proudest names in the earliest
annals of Christianity, claimed now by both Cath-
olica and Protestants, announced the degtrine,
and received no condemnation thereftr. The
Bssilidian, Carpocratian, and Valentinian sects,
{120—130) Sybilline Cracles, (150) and Cie-
MENS ATEXANDRINTS, {190—217) who was the
most eminent from the Apostles dewn to his own
time, all were Universalista, nor is there s word
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of appozition to their opinions found in any man-
weexipt of their timea. The firat announcement
of endless misery is not older than about A. D,
204, when TeRrvLLiax declared the sentiment;
but even he does not condemn the opposite
truth, )

The ripest acholar, the profoundest intelloct,
the ablest controversialint, and one of the holiest
saints the Church has ever bhad in ite shining
ranke— ORroby AvaMawpios ®—(185—0253)
was distinguished for his vonstant advoescy of
thin necessary tewult of the Divine Attributes,
After him eame the distinguwished nemes of
Oeraony Trarmarunevs, (240} Tirvs, of
Bostra, (360) Baars the Great, (370) GrEconxy
Nysszw, {370) Dinvuus the Blind, Jraows,
Dropokta of Tarsus, and others, from 370— 390,
It wos mot until A, D. 394, that the frst word
was written condemning the doctrine as heresy.
Previously, it was held by o portien of the
church, while it oppoaitec was balieved by others,
and, at some pertods of the first fonr centuries
after Chriat, it was the orthodox, or popular doe-
trine. Its writter declaration dutes back of the
fivat ennunciation of the cruel sentiment now eo
rife

en Heathenism amd Christiznity had be-

sEallon's History of Unfretunliem—to which wo are indebied fiar
thase [mosa,
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gotten their hybrid danghter, Catholiciem, End-
less Evil became an essential to orthodoxy, and,
accordingly, the Filth General Council, in A. D
553, pronounced the **faith once delivered to the
saints ¥ a damnshle heresy. This condemna-
tion was repeated by the Cooneils which sssem-
bled in 649, 640, 757, and B69, proving, that
though not popular, it still was in exisbence. A
few of those who denied the Popish error, were
Jonw Svorme Eriaews, the greateat geholar and
genius of the Ninth Centary, RavsoLn, Abbot of
5t. Martin, (11%0) Savoxow, Bishop of Busso-
rah, (1222} the German Stadlings, (1230—1)
many of the Lollurds (1515) poople in Canter-
buery, (1568) Men of Understunding in ¥Flenders,
(1400—12} Jomw Picvs, Earl of Mirandola,
{1480—54} and PereR IVARswDA, (1400—B.}

Never han the sublime fict, that Bia, and all
its ruinous ¢onseguences will finally be ended,
been lost sight of, since it was amnounced by
Jesus, and written by Paul, though it was nearly
g0 during the ploomiest peripds of the world's
higtory. In the Dark Ages, when Tiuth and
Learning were eclipsed, and Error and Ignorance
reigned, its opposite hure almost cxclusive away,
and the persecution, and barbarism, snd fright-
ful multitade of horrors which then swarmed
throughout the world, were natural consequen-
ces. The condition of ithe church during those
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pertlons Bmes, compared with its triumphal ca-
reer, during the firat four centuries, when Pagan
and Jewish errorz were ecattered by the good
pewe of the Gospel, pives ue notable proof of the
power of the truth, that * God is in Christ, recon-
ciling a world wnte Himself,” to win aoula from
darkness unto light. With eomparatively fow
exgeptions, but those generaily brilliant ones, the
Church entered #he gloom of the great night of
the Dark Ages, led by the all-engrossing falsc-
hood, that God would hate and curse fura-.rsr
those who would not serve Him on enrth.

Could the Past open its inexvrable doors,—
could the sainted martyrs pass in array before
us, how many thowsands, whe have emiered
Heaven through baptismal fires, from the ¢ross
and the seaffild, and by the dark doors of duns
geons and glovmy cells, would be seen to have
gune with the sssurance of a Universsl Heaven,
— and how many of them should we hear suy
that they “labotred, and suffered reproach,” and
petivhed at lawt, “because they trusted in the
Living God as the Emimur of ell mem, eape-
cially of thoee that belicve.”

With the dawn of the Reformation, this cen”
tral orb in the Gospel wystem began to shed is
light into the hearta of men, and it has promoted
intelligenee and human progress, in the exact
rutio of its reception. Bo true i this, thut we



