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FREFACE. vii
with a serious countenanee that a gentleman is entitled to
obatruct and thwart the wishes of the House of Commons
Jrom the fact of his holding a Peerage whick is in some
instances the reward of shame and dishonour, and in some
even of crime, and thus being enabled to sit in the House
of Lords, or to vote for the election of Representative Peers
in that assembly.

I have taken every pains to acknowledge the authorities
Jrom whom I kave obtained information. My very special
obligations are, however, due to Mr. Lecky, who in his
kistorical conclusions has displayed, having regord to his
atrong political views, o majestic impartiality. To Mr.
W. F. Fitepairick, whose works have rendered the study of
Irish history delightful, I am also most deeply indebted.

House oF Comwons,

Juns 7T, 1884,















