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MORNINGS AT BOW STREET:
A Zelection
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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE ORIGINAL EDITION,

Tuis volome consists of eertaln of those Bow
Street Reports which have appeared from time o
time, during tho last three years, in the eclumns of
the Morning Herald.  The very tavourable notieo
whiclt they then et with from the puble, has
wmduced the author to select some of {he most de-
serplive and amusing of them, and {o present them
here again, with somc vecessary enlorgemonts and
correetions, and 1 o somewhat more fimished state
than the rapid demandz of a daily paper allowed.

In their present form, therefore, they assume the
more permanent character which they have been
thought to deserve; the convenience of the reader is
consulted, and his imagination very effeetively auded,
by the Designs of Mr. George Crukshank, whese rare
comic pencil has becn most suceessfully employed in
illustrating them.



vi ADVELTISEMENT.

The chief quality of these little narratives is cer-
tainly * powr fatre rire 7 1n common with all other
books of facetim; but In some impertant respects
they differ from books of that elass, which for the
maost part eonsist of faneied and fietitions seoncs and
characters; and of humour econcocted in the brain
of the writer: for mm the work mow presented, the
dramatis personm are actual existcoees, and the
scenes real ocenrremees; affording speeimens of our
national humour which i3 porhops to be found
senuine  ouly among the uneulfivated clusses of
society,  In copying these, the author's ehicf aim
has Leen to preserve the chiaracier and spirii of his
orgnals,

The render is placed, without personzl sucrifice,
amidst the various and somowhat repulave groups
of a police office, and made aequainted with the
states and conditions of human nature, with which,
from the sympathy due to the more unfortunate part
of the speces, he should not e entirely ignorant;
it iz by such means along that the prosperous and
orderly portion of society can know what passes
among the destituto and diserderly portion of it;



ADVERTISEMENT. vii

that they ean rightly appreciate the advantages
they enjoy, and the value and importance of these
" particular institations of their eountry.

It has been objecfed to tlis publication, that it
perpetuates the ridienle and disgrace to which indi-
viduals have, in an unlucky moment, exposed them-
selves: to obwviate this, gpreat care has been taken
thai names, which are here unimportant, should be
erther todally omitted, or so aliered az to prevent
the possitality of discovery; personal satire being
in no degree tho objeet of this work ;—the persons
eomeerncd have then ouly to keep their own counsel,
to be porfeetly unexposed to baving their wounds
opened afresh by means of this inoffengye, and, it is

hoped, diverting volume,



