A JOURNAL OF THE LIFE AND RELIGIOUS
LABOURS OF RICHARD JORDAN: A
MINISTER OF THE
GOSPEL IN THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS,
LATE OF NEWTON, IN GLOUCESTER
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649483105

A Journal of the Life and Religious Labours of Richard Jordan: A Minister of the Gospel in the
Society of Friends, Late of Newton, in Gloucester County, New Jersey by Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

A JOURNAL OF THE LIFE AND RELIGIOUS
LABOURS OF RICHARD JORDAN: A
MINISTER OF THE
GOSPEL IN THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS,
LATE OF NEWTON, IN GLOUCESTER
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ﬁTrieste






— —— i

A
JOURNAL

OF THE

LIFE AND RELIGIOUS LABOURS

J
RICHARD JORDAN,

A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL

IN THE
Soctety of Frienvs,

Late of Newion, in Glowcerter County, New Jersey.

And they that be wiss shall shine as ths brightness of the firms-

ment, and they that turn m o righteonsnces, ns the stars for-
ever and ever. —D.i.l!l:l'-.'ﬂim;. Hex

o, # L
4 "W LI
- P ..
i a "'"'.:'"."'.-‘-
Phiavelphiz: o
- - - Ao
& & aafla

Frioted and Fublished by
THOMAS KITE—§4 WALNUT BTREET.

1829.

R e i d  ——— R



[ThE NEW YORE
FUBLIC LIBRARY

45427

ﬂ.STI:IH‘_.i.‘Nu AND .
TILDEN Fﬁuﬂﬂ-ﬁﬁu"!
1900,
i
s o
T iz
% :
- -
R
I-I: h"'. Talar
L
:;-l -l‘ L‘.:




]

TESTIMONY
OF
HADDONFIELD MONTHLY MEETING
COROERNING OUHR BELOVEDR FEIEND
RICHARD JORDAN,

DECEASED.

Iv appears from memorandums which he has left,
that his parents, Joseph and Patience Jordan, were
members of our religious society. His father being much
from home on business, and his mother dying whilst he
was guite young, his education was so far neglected,
that he was but a few times at a religious meeting of
Friends, until he was twelve years old. But the wateh-
ful gare and unspeakable mercy of the Lord, was mani-
fested in the tendering visitations of hia holy spirit, ex-
citing awful impressions on bis mind respecting a future
state, and raising at times fervent desires after an inhe-
ritance among the spirits of the sanctified in heaven,
when time to him should be no longer. But not keep-
ing close to this religious exgreise, the tendering sense
of divine goodness became much effaced, his mind alien-
ated from the source of sil troe comfort, and his feet
with avidity were tracing the paths of temptation and
Iying vapities. In this condition it pleased the Shep-
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herd of lsrael renewedly to bring him under a deep
sense of judgment and condemnation for sin; and as
he patiently and humbly abode under thiz refining bap-
tism, though at times tempted to give up all hope of
ever attaining 1o a state of acceptance and peace, he
was, throngh great mercy, enabled to surrender himself
into the hands of his all-sufficient Redeemer, and
brought into a living and heartfelt experience of recon-
ciliation to God, threngh Jesus Christ our Lord.

Being marmed and setlled in North Carolina, and
having passed through many deep and various baptisms,
with an awful impression that he was called to the min-
istry, and at times a sensible fesling of the divine hand
patting him forth therein, which he strove to avoid ; bhe
was, in the twenly-fifth year of his age, enabled to re-
sign himself to the disposal of the blessed Head of the
church, and strengthened to express a few words in a
small meeting of Friends, which yielded indescribable
peace to his hitherto oppressed and afflicted soul. His
appearances in the ministry were for a long time small,
and not frequent, his mind being cevered with a fear
and dread lest he should shoot out into branches,
and not truly know an establishment in the root of im-
mortal life. He kept much at home, except attending
his own yearly meeting, and some neighbouring meet-
ings in Virginia, and nlso travelling on foot in religious
visita to some places in North Carolina. Being faithful
in the little, his qualification for further services became
enlarged, and feeling a religions concern to visit the
meetings of friends in the northern and eastern states,
he opened the same to his friends, and in the third
month, 1797, obtained certificates of their unity, from -
the moothly and qoarterly meetings of which he was a
member. Hig visit to those parts was attended with
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the savour of divinelife, and as a messenger of Christ his
fervent Jabours in the minietry were made effectual to
the quickening of many minds, and to the real edifica-
tion of the charch. Some time after his retarn from
this joarney, his mind being often greatly reduaced and
humbled, a prospect of extensive religious service in
foreign parts ‘was weightily epread before him, which,
through holy help, he was enabled to give up to; and
in the second month, 1800, after receiving the requisite
cerlificates, he left his residence with a hambling sepse
of the Lords hand upon him ; and scon after, embark-
ed at New York in a vessel bound for England. Being
strengthened to complete bis visit with much accept-
ance and in the unity of his friends, to most of the
meetings in Great Britain and Ireland, and also to seve-
ral parts of the continent of Eorope, where he experi-
enced many remarkable preservations, and signal inter-
positions of Divine Providence, he returned to America
in the tenth month, 1802, Afler the lapse of several
months, believing himsell called upon to reside some
time in Connecticut, he removed with his family to
Hartford, in that state, in the year 1804. Whilst an -
habitant there, he paid several religivus visits to distant
meetings ; and in 1809, being satisfied that it would be
right for him to leave those parts, and again change his
residence, he spread (he same before his friends, whe
after due deliberation, signified their unity with his pros-
pect, and he accordingly came and settled within the
limits of this monthly meeting. His time for several
years was much occupied in attending to the services
of our religious society, and in performing some religi-
ous visits. In the management of his temporal affairs,
he was remarkably cautious of entering into engage-
ments or contracting debts, Igst ihrough any anforeseen
A
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occurrence, an honourable and punctual diecharge of
them might be improperly delayed or prevented, and a
blemish be thereby brought upon the cause of Truth,
which to him was more precious than sny earthly pos-
sesgion ; this guarded circumspection was so sirictly
maintained, that, making his wants few, he rarely had
any unsetéled accownts on hand,

Being devoted to the service of his heavenly Master,
he was made an able minister of the gospel ; and though
at times, in the beginning of his commaunications, he
inight seem to the superficial observer, to move on in
weakness, yet to the truly gathered spirits he was felt
to be exercised in watchful care not to proceed faster
or farther, than as the great Shepherd of the sheep was
pleased to lead along, in the openings of the divine gift.
His reverent humble waiting, and deep exercise of spi-
rit, in his silent sitting in our meetings, was ingtructive
and at times had a reaching elfect upon the minds of
those around him ; and when put forth to speak to the
people, it was not with enlicing words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power; bap-
tizing the andience, and clearly opening to individuais
their states and conditions, showing with indubitable cer-
tainty, that the pathway of peace and salvation was
through the effectual operation of the Cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

In the third month, 1825, he met with a close trial in
the death of his beloved wife, which he bore with ex-
emplary resignation.

In the eighth month, 1826, returning (rom a visit to
Salem quarter]y meeting, held at Woodbury, and con-
versing with a friend in allusion to a visit he had lalely
made to Friends in Philadelphia, be expressed the great
peace and satisfaction he felt in recurring to it, and em-
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phatically said that it would be kis lost vinil ; and ap-
peared settled in the conviction that the happy period
of his release from the trials of time was near at hand.
In a few days after this, ke was taken unwell; and in
this his last illness, which continued about two mouths,
he had much conversation with several of his dear and
intimate {riends, upon the present state of our religioua
society, earnestly declaring as his belief, that all those
who were led by the spirit of truth, would feel them-
selves constrained to acknowledge all that is recorded
in the holy scriplures, conceming the coming, the suf-
ferings, and offices of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, as he appeared in the desh at Jerusalem. He
several times declared as bis finn conviclion at that aw-
ful period, that however painful the present state of
things was to the sincere followers of the Lamb, yet he
fully believed it would be made the means of purifying
the Society of mach of its dross, and that such as stood
faithful in their allegiance to Christ, would be deepen-
ed by it in the life of religion, He had seen (he said)
that the Loord would take the cauee into hie own band,
and none should be able to hinder him : that those of
this society, who had been highly favoured, but who
had turned their backs and forsaken Him, would be cast
out, and others_brought in, who would stand for the
honour of his great name, and for bis canse in the earth.
On the 16th of the ninth month, a friend calling to see
him, he intimated that be thooght his recovery very
doubtiul, considering his age, and the great prostration
of his strenglh ; but he several times remarked, that
he had no will but the Lord's wmill. He expressed with
much feeling and deep sorrow, his concern for those,
who, by giving way to theircreaturely wisdom and car-
nal reasoning, have departed from the Christian faith.



