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STORM-DRIVEN.

CHAPTER 1.
JOHN.

JOHN BrucE was in a fair way of becoming
a popular man. Ihis portrait of the
American Mintster, which Lil had seemn in
hig studio, had a great success; he awoke
one morning to find himself, if not famous,
at least on the road to fame. He had
painted other portraits before this one, as
remarkable perhaps, but they had passed
unnoticed: Why one thing succeeds
rather than another, is often a great
YOL. III. B
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puzzle ; it requires sometimes very Lttle
to produce success: a dearth of other in-
t-erests: a sudden fancy of some one to whom
others listen,—and the thing is done. For
yearg, John had struggled on, bearing his
poverty very bravely ; he was blessed with
a buaoyant, hopeful spirit, blessed also with
simple tastes, and a pgreat love of work.
Now he puddenly found that his days of
privation were over. It was a pleasant
surprize, hut it was a surprisc.

There was another person to whom tlus
suceoss seermed even more surprising than
to John himself; this was his sister, Mra.
Crayton, otherwise Madge. Bhe was a
guperior woman, or, at least, had always
considered herself as such; in that capacity,
when she was still quite a young girl, she
had governed her mother and brother ;
when the former died, and the latter was
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sent to Hurope to study, she had turned
her governing powers to good use in her
own houszehold ; she married a man who
meekly lived nnder her rule, and who, n
time, weekly died under it. The only
being whom she did not rule was her son,
Archibald, who, perhaps on account of lus
fine name, had a spint of his own. When
her brother was on the point of returmng
to France, she informed him that she
meant to go and keep housze for him. John,
weary of restanrant dinners and forlorn
rooms, consented willingly enough. He
had not seen much of Madge since his boy-
hood, and being of an imprudently sanguine
nature, saw nothing alarming in the
arrangement,

Mrs. Crayton was really fond of him,
with a compassionate sort of fondness; she
had always thought him a little wanting in
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