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INTRODUOTION,

THAT < east 15 east, and west 15 west, and never the
twain shall meet,” is an axiom with most Tonglish-
men to whomn the oviental character seeins nn msol-
able enigma,  'his form of apnosticism is noworthy
of & nation which = responsible for the happiness of
300,000,000 Asiaties. I 1s nob justifed by history,
which teaches us that civilisation is the result of the
mutnal action of Furopo amd Asia; and that the
advanced races of Indin are our own kinsfolk.

The scens of Me. Banerjea’s tales has boen won
from the sea by alluvial ackion. Tts soll, enviched
by yearly deposits of silf. yields abundantly without
the aid of manure, A hothouse climate and vegpular
vamfall made Bengal the predestined breeding-ground
of mankind; the seal of an ancient wnd comples
civilisation. But subsistence 4 too easily secured in
those fertile plains. Dalaria, due to the absence of
subsoil drainage, is ubiguitous, and the standard of

vitality extremely low. Bengal has always been at
Vi



viii INTRODUCTION

the merey of invaders, The earliest inroad was
promphed by econcinic necessity. About 2000 B.c.
a congeries of races which are now styled « Aryvan "
were driven by the shrinkage of water from their
pasture-grounds in Central Asim.  They penstrated
Furope in snecessive hordes, who were ancestors ol our
Cells, Hellenes, Slavs, Teutons and Scandinavians,
Sanskrit was the Arvans' mother-tongne, and it
forms the basis of nearly every Eurcpean language,
A later swarm furned the western flank ol the
Himalayas, and descended onm Upper India. Their
rigid discipline, resulting from vigorous group-selec-
tion, gave ihe mvaders an easy victory over the
negroid hunders and fishermen who peopled India.
All rates of Arvan descent cxhibit the same char-
acteristics,  "They splif into endogamaons castes, cach
of which pursnes its own intevests at the expense of
other castes. Trom the dawn of history we find
kings, nobles and prests riding rounghshod over a
mass of hordsinen, enltivadors and artisans. These
ruling castes are imbued with pride of eolour. The
Arvvans' fair complexions dilferentiated them from
the coal-black abovigines ; varne in Sanskrit means
ceaste U oaml coeolour M. Their methetic nstinet
finds expression in a passionate love of poetry, and
a tangible object in the tribal chiefs. TLoyalty is




