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PREFACE

Canrorxia’s fruitfulness, her equable climate, the
wealth of her fields and flowers, have long been sung,
and well sung, and all the world admits the beauty
of her garden spots. Iler mild winters are known,
but she has, too, cool summers when the mountain
[asinesses are open, wheu Lhe sky is ever cloudless
and the sea breczes blow [resh from the Pacific.

Her Spanish discoverers had just heen reading
Ordoriez de Montalvo’s then but recenily published
translation of Lobeira’s ¢ Amadis de Gaula™ and the
additions thereto that he had entitled * Las Sergas de
Esplandian.” 5o, when they came upon this rugged
shore that they mistook for an island separated from
the mainland by a long gulf, they named it in honour
of that imaginary isle, Culitornia, “at the right hund
of the Indies and very near the Terrestrial Paradise™
described by Montalvo in these Exploits of Esplan-
dian, This wonderful land was peopled with dusky
Amazons who bestrode greal beasts and fought
gritffons and other monsters. They owed allegiance
to their queen Calafia; their arms were all of gold
as well as the trappings of their lorses, no other
metal being known upon the island!
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