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INTRODUCTION.

THE texts contained in the present volume represent
two different collections. The first nineteen myths were
collected by me in the summer of 19og, under the aus-
pices of the Bureau of American Ethnology. My sole
informant” was Jim Buchanan, a Coos Indian, hiving in
Acme, Lane County, Oregon. He is at the present time
the only member of the Coos tribe who still remembers
and can relate coherently some of the myths and traditions
of the by-gone gencrations. The texts numbered z20-32
were collected by Mr. Harey Hull St. Clair, 2d, in the
summer of rgo3. His informants, [ understand, were Jim
Buchanan and Tom Hollis, the latter of whom lives at
present on the Siletz Reservation, in the State of Oregon.

Owing to the fact that a few texts obtained from [im
Buchanan were not as wivid in his memory as some of
the other traditions, they will be found lacking in continuity
of narration and in clearness of description, Some of these
texts are abundant in obscure passages. We are in certain
cases especially in doubt as to the performer of an action
or to the identity of the speaker. While it might have
been comparatively easy to restore to these passages their
original definiteness, 1 thought it advisable [mainly from
linguistic considerations) to let them stand as they were
narrated, leaving the interpretation of the intended mean-
ing to the good judgment of the reader.

As might have been expected, Mr. 5t. Clair's system
of writing down the Indian texts is quite different from
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the one adopted by me. 1 did not, however, on the whole,
encounter any difficulties in transeribing his phonetic system
in accordance with my own. Only in a few cases were
the discrepancies so great as to necessitate a distinct treat-
ment. These cases either cover words and phrases not
familiar to me through my own texts, or they represent
expressions which, in my judgment, may have been mis-
heard, and consequently mis-spelled, by Mr, St. Clair,
All such passages are printed in this work in ffalics, and
are accompanied in most cases by footnotes, in which I
endeavor to show the original expression that may have
been intended by the narrator, Section numbers referred
to in the footnotes are those in my grammar of the Coos
language, in *Handbook of American Indian Languages’
(Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 40, Part 2).
Hartiey Harr,

Cotusmers UNIVERSITY,
June, oo,



ALFHATLET,
@0 www .. Like @ m German Maun.
E oy w v aw o Like ¢ In Aefmeet.
e wie s Like £
P i Like ¢ in German Mo,
. Like # in German Fwrchi,
[ Like & in car
£ . Like o in pread
L. 44w . Like & in feom,
Foowewes Like o in rese.
B v - v, s Like o in oo,
(T Long ¢ with an étinge,
@' .. ... Long e with a a-tinge,
fod ... Vowels of very short quantities,

A Agin German sndAden,

“ %5 F L Buperior vowels indicated only by the position of the mouth,
Eoovov s Dbseare vowel,

., 0., . Like § in island,

L L Like o in mouth.

e . .. .. Diphthong et

RSNy .1 -1 oo

F Same as preceding, with very great stress of explosion.

B wE Velar spirant produced way back in the palate, which often

sounds like weak »,
Like ¢4 in German fech,

X Cae e
& & ... As in English, sonzots and surds difficult to distinguish,
B s Like &, with very great stress of explesion,

2w oo o Polatized p.

A& . .. Palatized &
ket .o Palatized explosive £

RN Palatized e,

dy, £. o+ .« Az in English, surds and sonants diffcult to distinguish,
b Like 4, with very great stress of explosion,

£ Aspirated 2,

F 0w e s «fs in English.

& W Like 5% in English she

df s Like 7 in English fudme.

£, .. .o As in English site
t ... ... Like ofr in English cdureh,
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¢/, #ef . . . Same as preceding, but with very great stress of explosion.
fy, #. . . . . As in English, surds and sonants difficult to distinguish,
Mo . Like p, with very preat stress of explosion.

4 my m. . . As in English,

# ... .. Vooculized m

1 @, 7. . . Very long:

SR . Spirant lateral.

Lvvuw . Somant lateral pronounced very much like &,

£ w4 -« Surd lateral pronounced very much like #,

B woppemn Same as preceding, with very great stress of explosion.
g . ....Glotal catch.

B g e Velar aspiration.

E e Palatal aspiration,

A, v, 7 .. As in English.

Stress accent,

. Accent with an interrogative intonation.



