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Tae author has endeavorsd in this treatise to com.
prehend all that is essential in & mannal of ethics, with
a view equally to precision and fo conciseness. He hos
not thought it necessary to controvert views other than
hizs own; for conflicting opinions are apt to bewilder
rather than to enlighten those who are not adepts in
the science, and it is better to supersede false theories
by the clear statement of the truth than to enter into
their formal refutation. Thus, for instance, as regurds
utilitarisnizsm, instead of exposing the fallacies of its
saveral types, the attempt has been made {in Chapter I11.)
to et them aside by assigning o expodieney its legiti-
mate secondary place as a principle of action.

Among the aothor's chief motives in the preparation
of this mannal has been his desire to give emphasis to
his view of the ground of Right, as consisting in intrin-
gic fitness, independent of any will or arbitrary law
buman or divine, and essential a8 furnishing the only
standard by which we can attain a knowledge of the
Divine attributes. The ground of Right is the basis
of Moral Philosophy, and must of necesity determine
the validity and worth of the system built upon it

Next in importance to this ia the classification of the
virtnea which constitute the Right. Here it ia not suf-
flgiemt to enumerate the prominent traits which enter
into & good character. The division should be exhaust-
ive, and in this treatise the four cardinal virtues are so
defined as to embrace the whole of human daty, and so
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divided, it is believed, as to give its due place to every
head of moral obligation.

Another prominent aim in this book has been to pre-
sent the Christisn religion and morality in their true
relations, as at once mutually independent, and in the
most intimate and helpful allisnce, inasmuch as Chris-
tinnity creates some classes of obligations, reveals others,
intensifies all, and furnishes the only motive power that
can ineare their fulfilmeont.

It is believed that such value as thiz bookrmay have
iz enhanced by the chapters on the history of Moral
Philosophy, especially as there is no compend of this
history that is likely to fall into the hands of the stu-
dent; while it is of no little importance that he should
have some acquaintance with the principsl ethical
theorica of the ancient world, snd that such names es
Cudworth, Clarke, Butler, Price, Puley and Bentham
shouald not remain wholly unknown,

This book was originally prepared for the anthor’s own
classes, becanse, while acknowledging the greal merits
of other manuals, he found pone that presented its
range of subjectsin what secmed to him their due per-
gpective and " relations, and because some of them,
otherwise excellent, lacked concigeness and comprehen-
giveness. His use of the mannal as & text-book for
eoveral years, and sssurances received from experienced
teschers in schools and colleges who have made use of
it, have given him o confidence in its teaching power
which he dared not to express or to feel when it first
saw the light.

CAMBRIDGE, Janoary 17, 1884
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