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INTRODUCTION,

Rovzur Covwsrs pablishel Sis # Vestiges of the Natural
History of Creation' in the vear 1844, Ha did net pnt his
name to the book, because, az be said afterwards in & volume
of * Explanations™ published in 1845 his © design was not only
to ba personally removed from all nraize or censure which 1t
might evoke, bot to write nn more on the aubject” Exeept
tha volame of “Faplanations: a Sequel to ¢ Vestiges of the
Natural History of Creation,” by the Aathes of that 'Work,™
his subsequent writinvg npon Seienes waz confined to a boak
on “Ancient Sea Marging,” published in 1548, to which he
signed his name,

Bobert Chambers was a man with keen powers of intellectnal
iequiry, ond o strong interest in sclentifie speculation. This
kad eanzed bis election in 1840 to the Fellowship of the Royal
Haciaty of Edinbavgh, upor the nomination of Sir Charles Betl.
He took a partionlar interest in Geology, and made many

* exeursions by ghores of river: and lakes, und by sea-coasts, in
search of evidence of changes wade on the earti’s sarface by
lapse of time. He wentin 1848 o Bwitzerland, and in 1849
o Norway, to stady glacial action,  Bat Robert Chambera had
yet stronger ioterest in the development of man, This draew
him toa stady of literatars as the veies of life, nod cansed him
to pay spocial attention te the records of warlier forms of eivilisa-
fion. Bueh widespreading activity of mind Rabert Chambers had
in eemman with his brother William, though William was more
cesentially the man of business, and Robert more essentially
the author, Tt caused the two brothers to develop their basiness
relationz with literature, from a boardfal of second-hand books



6 INTRODECTION,

oy tho waysile 20 the evection of nogeeat e gethesiog o band
of writers b mad in prodocing printiog, awd disteibocing
Gournals and bocas by millions through the world, all of them
wholezame and mstroctive, all aiding n the development of
men by healthy trainieg of their minds,

When aman coes only one thing, howeser stupid ke may bo,
i he leeep on Joieg 1%, bhere are many veady to aecept him as o
masterin hisart. [ he hawe o wide interest in all thet touches
him se man ;i he fix big mind with g keen intellosiual activity
o whatever 13 most worth ottention in the world whout him
if he be as ready to stedy the great post of his conntry aud
write s Lite of Burns, as to inguiva into the 1ifs of Noture gud
explore sen marging; 3 15 by o the samae time known that he
ia phrewd and energetiz 2e a wan of bsiness, and head of a
ereat commercial fivm; i he be gifted also with skill as o
writer, which bs ig prond to nse in beinging knowledge of sll
Finds within vench of the hulftangbt—whnt is the world to
make of him, the world that wants for every man a neat label
devigad in abont ten words of o simple senbenes whish shall
represent wit i3 be bo said of him by those who wish to appear
well informed #

Theve are fow things in the world, if eny—eertuinly there is
pat a man or woman in tha world—whose nature can be told
ar character deseribed in a fow seutences, To understand a
man fuliy, we muat know all thas he did and why each thing
waz done, all that he wrate and why each piece waa written ;
how tha goveounilings of his life affected tone and character of
thought or action; what, in each instance, determined astion,
aoid b every stage of life what was hi age; For the wisdom of a
man of thirty-five may be the folly of a man of seventy., And
when ell is known that we can know of noother human worler
—at most half the troth mized with a little errov—the rosult is
a body of imprassinng bhat 1o luhel san express.  We may $alk
of Robert Chamlers's eapasity in any way we please; call him
a Populer Writer whe might have beer o famons Gealogist, if
he had not bean a Poblisher or a Mun of Letters; ssy ke might
have been n famong Man of Letters, if he had not been a
Pnblisher or o Man of Baeoes, and il his desive for the world's
welfare had nob led him 1o sddress the millica instead of the
select eritical few, Bt veally does mot matter what we say of
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him, or of any writer, 3 we have nod actually vead his books;
and if we have read them, it still does nob watter whal we sy,
if the apinion be one borvowed from without. A wan has ne
opinions but those which ave natarully ivrmed within him and
hiy very owil.

All sauwer of opinion from withont interfered in 1844, espe-
clully in Seotiand, with sbe fair reading of o book like this of
“ Vasliges of the Natural History of Creation.” It was met by
a storin of prejodics thas has now rolled a'way. 14 was a book
writben by a religions, esinest man who hal seen and felt the
barmony of Crder in the worka of Ghod,  He was driven to
explain to those whe misnsderstood him, * The Look is nut
primaviiy desicned, az many kavo intimated in their orit EX
and as $he Title might e thowgat partly to impiy, to establish
u new theory reapecting the origin of animated natnye; nor ave
the chief argumenis diverted to that point,  The oliect is one
to which the iden of an organiz eveation in the wmanner of
natoral law is only sabovdinate amd ministrative, as Bkewise
ara the nebuley hypothesiz and e doctrme of o fived natural
order in mind and mersls, This purposs i3 to show thot the
whale veveletion of the works of God, preseuted to our sonses
und reason, is a system baged on what we are eompelled, for
wint of o bebter term, to call Law ; by which, however, is not
mieant a system independent er exelesive of Deity, bub one
which only proposes u eertuin mode of His workin Ta this
fact, he said. seience had long pointad, though 1% had hardly
anywhers been broadly and felly contempliated.

Robert Chambers wag born in July 18ez; Chaviea Durwin, in
Feltuary 1809, * Veatiges of the Mutural History of Creation "
appeared in 18443 * The Ovigin of Bpecies " in 1850, Darwin
prefaced bis book with & long lak of the pointingy of Acience to
the generalisation on which he issisted,  But Charles Darwin's
goneralisation, worked oud by a mind fully Srained to seionce,
and with rare and special power, was for a long time subject to
we grave misunderstanding ag the argument of the * Veatiges,"
Yet, whether theorles of development be right or wrong, certain
it i that these who acespt them de not dench one vitul poing of
Christian faith. They ean only add strength to one sense of
the infinite Wisdom of the Creator, Do wie deny our Maker
Lecanse each pne of o s develued faam e werm to the infaut,
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and agaiu from the wouk infans and its germs of undevelopad
facalties and powers, 4o the strenclh and wisdom of the mun,
who yet lacks foremrd o the prasage into higher life to come
Do we nob rathor wonder and adote ¥ And if the great universe
witheut ws was so iramed thut—to faks an extreme view-——
all we gee haw, like mun, been developed also from one germ, in
sullimest order by fsed proceszes which we eall Laws, have
wa nob atill more reason o wonder and adors P God works n
a mysterious way Hia wonders to perform, and we cannot by
wisdom zearch Him out. Oor knowledge baa its bounds; but
we do know that there cat be vo law without o lewgiver. We
may spesulate idly, and epinion may go far astray. No ome
man's wiys, whatever light beat on them, are fully comprebended
by his fellaw-men ; and when we seek 4o trace the ways of God
in shaping the wide Harth He gives us to till und inhabit, oy
powers of comprehonaion, great as they muy seem to us, cannob
reach far,  Bnt the earth was given us to till not enly with the
plough and spade. Al kuowledge and wisdom of man is
quarried pat of the wurronnding wold, when we apply the
minds God gave ns to the traces of His Wizdom with which we
are surrounded.  The Laws of Natnes that we seck to find are
parts of the DHvine Wisdom, which enn be vaviously applied o
our well-being when they have been discovered and made part of
haman knowledge, Bridge, mine, or tower, steam-angine or tele
soapo, every work of applied science has this source. These is &
revelution alse in Nature, as Richard Hocker, on bebalf of the
Church, wisely told those who deeried the use of Reason, The
great harmeonies of Natore yield us knowledge fraitful towsrds
the development of man,  Not to inguire is not to obey the will
of the Crreator, is to refuse snbmisaion ta the hand of God, who
also in this way shapes ns to His image,

H, L
deennary 1887
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