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PREFACE

Durmia the years 19o1-1g04 Dr. Alexander Maciarlane
delivered, at Lehigh University, lectures on twenty-five British
mathematicians of the nineteenth century. 7The manuscripts
of twenty of these lectures have been found to be almost ready
for the printer, although some marginal notes by the author
indicate that he had cerfain additions in view. The editors
have felt free io disregard such notes, and they here present
ten lectures on ten pure mathematicians in essentially the same
form as delivered. In a future volume it Iz hoped to issue
lectures on ten mathematicians whose main work was in physics
and astronomy.

These lectures were given to audiences composed of students,
instructors and townspeeple, and each occupied less than an
hour in delivery. Tt should hence not be expected that a lecture
can fully treat of all ithe aclivities of a mathematician, much
less give critical analyses of his work and careful estimates of
his influence. It is fclt by the editors, however, that the lectures
will prove interesting and inspiring to a wide cirde of readers
who have no acquaintance at first hand with the works of the
men who are discussed, while they cannot fail to be of special
interest to older readers who have such acguaintance.

It should be borne in mind that expressions such as * now,"”
“ recently,” * ten years ago,” etc., belong to the year when a
lecture was delivered. On the first page of each lecture will
be found the date of its delivery.

For six of the portraits given in the frontispiece the
editors are indebted to the kindmess of Dr. David Eugene
Smith, of Teachers College, Columbia University.

3



1 FREFACE

Alexander Macfarlane was born April 21, 1851.at Blairgowne,
Scetland. From 1871 to 1884 he was a student, instructor and
examiner in physics at the University of Edinburgh, from 1883
to 1804 professor of physics in the University of Texas, and from
8g5 to 1008 lecturer in electrical engineering and mathematical
physies in Lehigh University. He was the author of papers on
algebra of logic, vector analysis and quaternions, and of Mono-
graph No. 8 of this series. He was twice secretary of the sec-
tion of physics of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science, and twice vice-president of the section of mathematics
and astronomy. He was one of the founders of the International
Associstion for Promoting the Study of Quaternions, and its
president at the time of his death, which cocured at Chatham,
Ontario, August 28, 1gr3. His personal acquaintance with
British mathemalcians of the nineteenth century imparts to
many of these lectures a personal touch which greatly adds
to their general interest.
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GEoRGE PEACOCE (I791-IB5B),. .. .. .. iirsrsroenssnsnansrnnanmsnns TAGE T
A Lecture del vered Apri 12, 1001,

AUGUSTUS DE MORGAN (3306-T370}. . ..ovvi e ivnninnmmmrerasenan . Ig

A Lecture delivered April 13, 1901,

Sie Witiaw Rowas Hasnrov (18o5-1865). ., ... ... ..oie AT T ¢
A Lecture delivored April 16, (o1,

GEORGE BooLE (IRE5-3864F. .. o ... .oo.iaio.
A Lecture de ivered April 1, (501,

ArTEUR CAVLEY (IB3T-T808) . o .l ilaaiaaiiias SRR peareas G4
A Lectars $elivered Apeil 20, 100T.
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A Lecture delivercd April 23, 1901,

Heney JomN STEFODEN SMITH (1826—18R1). .. ... ... .. e P e [+%]
A Lecture delivered March 15, 1902

JaMES JOSEPE SYLVESTER [IBI4—TB00). e vvnyveniansnnnsnnins e iionmmss oy
A Lecture delivered March 21, 1902,

Taomas Praevyoroy FKiekMAN (TBOGI365 .00 vve i iaaasiiiiiiirinanses 123

A Lecture defiverod Apnil 20, 1903.
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A Lecture de ivererd April 13, Tyod
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