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Tt o man but spesk forth with genmine earnestuess
the thought, the emotion, the actual condition of his
own lwart ; and other men, so strangely are we all knit
together Ly the tic of sympathy, must and will give heed
to him. In culture, in extent of view, we may stand
above the spelior, of below him; but in either case his
words, if they are carnest and sincers, will find some
response within us; for in spite of all cosunl varicties
i ountwaridl rank or jnwaril, as face answer to lnee, 80
dook the héart of man to man.

Canrviy, Eeny op Buerps



FOREWORD

Turs little collection is the outcome of the
editor's own well-remembered difficulties when he
was first released from leading-strings and given
the run of the shelves, Courges, inschool, and even,
in & measure, in college, were things to be * got
ap ’, and the bhorizon of his reading was bounded
by the books prescribed for them. It took him
& long time to find that there were friends on the
shelf as well as tasks, amd that the cempanionship
of books is at once the readiest and the most
satisfying of all companionships. He thinks now
that he would have been sped along this pleasant
way if he bad been more promptly taken into the
confidence of some of the hearty old book-lovers
of the past, and that he would have come less
belatedly to share their enthuosissms, And he is
inclined to believe that others in a similar stagoe
of enfranclisement will pain by this association.

There s & fine old custom, still happily econ-
tinned, of presenting to a man who has distin-
guished himself in the service of hiz fellow men,
the freedom of a city. The great city of Books
15 even more geperous, It does not wait for
distinction. It asks only esgerness. To all those
who care, it extends its freedom, the companion-
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ship of hooks., Iu books, men have stored all that
they knew, or through long vears have gained,
of knowledge, of wisdom, and of beauty., And
other men, whe themselves in turn have added to
the store, have recorded theirr delicht in this
companionship, If 0 18 truoe that when a man
speaks forth with genuine earnestness the thought
of his own heart on this subject, other men must
and will give heed to him, then to listen to those
who bave found dehghbt in this companionship
will be to gain for oneself the freedom of the city.

But though the city of Books is ready to grant
s freedom to those who have not yet achieved, it
would be a poor citizen who remained possive
after that gift. To tazte zome books, to swallow
others, to chew and digest a few—that is good,
but it iz not enough. Bacon adds that reading
maketh o full man—and a foll man need not
stint in spending his knowledge. From books,
be they rightly read, comes a liberation of the
spirtt; ond this liberation of the spirit will
inevitably find its froition in activity und service,

E. K. B.
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Oxford University Press for aid in securing the
materials for this book, to Mr. Frederick Page
of the staff of the Oxford Umiversity Pross for
several helpful suggestions, and to Messrs, George
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