COLONEL
JOHN BROWN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649196104

Colonel John Brown by Archibald M. Howe

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ARCHIBALD M. HOWE

COLONEL
JOHN BROWN

ﬁTrieste






This address was delivered for the purpose of eslling atten-
tion to the present condition of the marble monument erected
at Stone Arabia, N.Y., to the memory of Colonel Brown in
1836, now insecure because the cemetery in the rear of Stone
Arsbia church is not properly maintained.

The form of the address is slightly changed, but the writer
will never forget the kindness of the Canajoharie and Palatine
friends who greeted him and the wonderful beauty of Stone
Arsbia, a plateau north of the Mohawk at Palatine where our
ancestors maintained a strong outpost against Indians and
other adversaries.
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THE BRAVE ACCUSER OF BENEDICT ARNOLD.

John Brown, of Pittsfield, Mass., now almost forgotten,
was a patriot in our Revolution of 1775 whose carser has been
deseribed more than once by men in New York and in Berk-
shire County, but, as it is now time to give more impartial
views of the controversy, perhape another sketch of the life
of this leader may encourage others to search for clearer views
of the ways by which our ancestors established the institu-
tions which we hope are to endure.

Daniel Brown, the father of Colonel John Brown, came
from Haverhill, Mass., to the western part of the Common-
wealth in 1752, when his son John was eight years old. He
seems to have been first in the besutiful town of Sandisfield
to take part in its local government, both secular and ecele-
giastieal. “Dencon Brown” is called prosperous when this new
town on the banks of the Farmington River, east of the
hills of the Housatonic, bade fair to equal Pittsfield as a trad-
ing-place. “The Deacon™ was a local magisirate under the
Ling, when laymen served as judges. John, his youngest son,
is described as tall and powerful, an sthlete sble to kick a
football over the elm-tree on the college green at New Haven
when he entered at twenty-three years of age, older in years
than most college students of the year 1767.

It is believed that he prepared for college with some citizen
of the neighborhood, and it is known that he married before
graduating in 1771. )

While at New Haven, he was fully informed of the peculiari-
ties of Benedict Arnold, then a storekeeper, already disgraced
in the eyes of respectable citizens because of his desertion -
from the British army and his reckless disregard for the rights
of his ereditors; for then the debtor was not allowed to retain
his respectability, if he failed dishonestly. Furthermore,
his self-assertion was recognized as too often a display of
arrogance and vanity, Brown's sister Elizabeth had married
Oliver Arnold, attorney-general of Rhode Island, a cousin of
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Benedict, and it is reasonable to suppose that he was well
informed of Arnold’s misdeeds, which thus became known
to Jobn Brown.

In 1771, when he was graduated from Yale, oniy twenty men
were of his class. Quite s large number of Yale gradustes
took part with the patriots, and Humphreys, one of the class
of 1771, was side-de-camp to Washington. He, I believe,
is the only writer in verse who extolled this John Brown.
How often we are indebted to poets for our heroes! If this
John Brown had incited an insurrection and been hanged for
killing his fellow-men contrary to law in time of peace, “his
soul might be marching on.”’ If, when he rode from Ticon-
deroga on horse at a high rate of speed to Philadelphia, to in-
form the Continental Congress that his friend Ethan Allen
had taken possession of the fortress with it guns and ma-
terials for war, some poet had described his ride, sz Long-
fellow portrayed Paul Revere's, the school children would still
recall Brown of Pittsfield; but, my friends, 'tis of little moment
that we are soon forgotten, if it be certain that, while we live,
we live with moral courage in the life of every day.

1 do not intend to put much emphasis upon military glory.
I am trying to show that Brown's life by reason of its entire
sincerity, although at times unsuccessful, was led, so far as we
can know, by “a man every inch & manm,” holding fest to his
ideals, fearless in the assertion of truth as he saw it, and di-
rected by high principle; that, having all these noble attributes,
his part in public affairs should now and then be rehearsed
to show the value of goodness even amid the horrors of war.

On December 10, 1772, s few months after gradustion
from Yale College, he was admitted to practise law in New
York in the courts of Tryon County, a part of which is now
Montgomery County, bearing the name of one of our nohlest
American generals, who led the attack on Quebec in December,
three years later, where Brown served under him as a major of a
Berkshire County regiment. Some writers call Brown king's
attorney at Caughnawaga, whether rightly I know not, nor
do I know why he came to the Mohawk Valley from Berk-
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shire, for Pittsfield was a growing frontier town., Perhapa
8ir William Johneon's influence and his bugy settlement offered
some inducement to the young attorney, but it did not long
have weight with him, for we find him in 1773 at Pittafield,
where another attorney of Loyalist tendencies had left town
under coercion.

Before I attempt to describe the civil and military carcer
of John Brown from 1773 to his thirty-sixth birthday, when
he was killed at Stone Arabia, I wish to call your attention
to the peculiarities of the political situation in Barkshire
County esnd ite vieinity. On the north the New Hampehire
Grants (now Vermont) had recently been disputed territory
where local partisans, Ethan Allen and others, used coercion
to maintain the claima of settlers against New York men
claiming title. New York Colony on the west, though directed
largely by men of high character like Philip Schuyler, was
torn by bitter political differences, the Loyalist element being
strong in social and political affaira. Then, although the Berk-
shire towns were active from the earliest days of 1774 in shar-
ing with other towns the plans for resistance to royal author-
ity, they were very jealous of any continuance of unnecesaary
power in the Provincial Congress. Pittsfield by the quill of
8 cousin of Ethan Allen, the Rev. Thomas Allen, asserted
that the town would remain "in a state of nature” [see Note 1)
(i.e., simple democracy without representative government)
unless it obtained new privileges. If the right of nominating
to office in not vested in the people, they said, “we are indiffer-
enl who assumes il, whether any particular persona on this or the
other side of the water,” They did not want any bosses, but
no doubt would have voted for Governor Hughes. They were
of the belief that the government of the respective commit-
tees (County and Town, Committees of Correspondence and
Inspection) waa lenient and efficacious, but they hoped for a
new Constitution “on such a broad basis of civil and religious
liberty as no length of time will corrupt as long ss the sun
and moon shall endure.” They wished to elect judges by votes
of the people of the county, justices of the peace by the voters
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of the towna, and of course allow soldiers to elset their com-
pany officers.

Brown was chosen judge of the Common Pleas by the Gen-
eral Court of Massachusetts for 1779, but never held court,
probably because hia fellow-citizens were not submissive to
the existing authority of the General Court as exercised be-
fore the adoption of the new Constitution of Maasachusetts.
In such a state of affairs Berkshire took her part largely in her
way when she sent men to fight the battles of the United
Colonies. Her officers and men were oiten too independent
to submit willingly to preper military authority, and in some
trying emergencies the Berkshire men were insubordinate
or were disposed to follow their leaders in attacks not always
wisely chosen. It was Captain Asa Douglas, of Hancock,
the man who had done much to promote the capture of Ti-
vonderoga by skilful recruiting and by pledge of his estate,
who in May, 1776, was Chairman of a convention of Berkshire
towns which, deluded by false rumors and influenced by their
own prejudices against the noble General Schuyler, sent to Gen-
eral Washington their doubts concerning his loyalty, although
expresgsing their hope that his name might be handed down
to posterity as one of the great pillars of the American Cause.
Their hope is grandly fulfilled, but the Berkshire men have
left us with some doubt as to their skill in judging of current
events. However, on the twenty-sixth day of May, 1776,
Mark Hopkins, as Secretary of this Convention, wrote to
Washington to tell him their fears concerning Philip Schuyler
were groundless.

John Brown was twenty-nine years of age when he began
his active citizenship at Pittsfield. He had lived in Berk-
shire more than one-half his life. His experience on a farm,
at college, near the ses, and for a short time in the Mohawk
country among the Indians and white men of varying views
shout the king, made him worthy the confidence of Berkshirs
men; and he always had their swpport and their respect.
What his literary sttainments were we cannot tell. A few
letters to General Linecln and letters relating to military



affairs which appear in the archives give little opportunity
for judging of his literary and professionsl skill. The in-
ventory of his estate, giving in detail the names of law books,
& surveyor's guide, a theological treatise, and a Bible, with
farm implements and military clothing, show something of the
life of his time, when a man was farmer, surveyor, lawyer,
and soldier altogether, and, if ss active as John Brown, not
much more able to write well-considered essays and books
than if he had never peen Yale College. Alss! his fate in that
regard is not unlike many graduates of our present time, who,
having fine natures, strong traits of character, and ability
enough to express themselves, sre driven by commereial or
other present activities to and fro from typewriter to tele-
phone, often to die without using their minds calmly and
without impsrting to others much that they might have given
to help the world, had they been able to have peace in the
midst of their busy lives.

Pittsfield frequently employed Brown. In January, 1774,
he waa chosen to instruet the representative to the General
Court in reference to the destruction of the tea at Boaton.
He was quite discriminating. While he opposed the useless
waste of property by disguised men, he strongly denounced
the Britieh tyrannies. Within six months he wae one of the
Committee of Correspondence and a delegate to the County
Congress st Stockbridge. In the fall of 1774 he '‘scted as
arbitrator with others to settle disputes following the common
law and the Province laws when they did not interfere with
the democracy of Berkshire.

He was chosen Ensign of the Company of Minute Men, and
finally delegate to the First Provincial Congress. This Con-
gress appointed him to a very important Committee on Cor-
respondence with Canada, and that winter the committee sent
him to Canada with full power to get information, confer
with Canadians, whether English or French, and report back
the condition of affairs and whether they would act with
the Colonies. This mission was pesceful in its gim. He con-
ferred with men from Montreal and Quebee, sssuring all whom



