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PREFACE.

Tug following short account of Harvard College
was originally intended to be an abridgment of
President Quiney’s full and interesting History ;
and the desim has beén so far followed that his
anthority has been deemed sufficient for the state-
ment of the facts appropriate to a brief narrative.
But it was not thought necessary that the small
book should be a mere abstract of the large one.
Other sources of information have, therefore, been
consulted, different views occcasionally presented,
and the opportunity has been taken to make some
additions to the history of the College. Still it ie
proper to say that a prominent motive for this work
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was the wish to excite rather than to gratify euri-
osity ; and to induce the pernsal of the more elabo-
rate book, by giving brief intimations of the various
subjects of iniercst which are there treated ab
length.

Mr. T'eiree’s Histery stands npon the same high
zround of anthority, for the shorter period to which
it relates, as President (uiney's ; and refercnce to
it haz been eonstantly made, with similar eonfidence.
in the following pages.

The Appendix containg a list of donadiony to the
Colleze, Loth from the legizslature and from individ-
uals, on which mueh Isbor has been bestowed, It
was first prepared tlicee or foar years ago; was
revised, to he commumieated to o comuiflec of the
legislature the last winter, and has now been re-
exawined in every part, and carefully corrected. The
lishility to error is o great in such o catalogue of
particulars, extending over the space of two cen-
turies, that entire freedom from mistale can zearcely
be expected, notwithstanding the pains taken, and

the aid obtained, in forming the list. The librarian.
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Dr. Harris, a learned antiquary, has furnished some
important items ; and all the names, dates, and suma
of the private donations have been diligently inves
tigated by Mr. Edward Richardson. The records
of the General Court were thoroughly searched, for
all appropriations to the College, by Mr. George

W. Peck.

The plan of the College enclosnre has been com-
piled from origmal deeds, as far as practicable. The
deseriptions in these carly deenments are so nnper-
fect, that the boundaries of the wore ancient estates
must be, in some degree, a matter of conjecture.
The limits of the recent purchases, however, arc
well sscertained.

AvcueT, 1545,
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