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PREFACE,

The Title-pome annonnees that this is only a portion of o
poem 3 and the Reader must be here apprised that it belongs to
the second part of a long wnd laborions Work, which is 10 con-
gist of three paris —The Author will candidly acknowledge
that, if the first of these had been compleled, and i sach o
manner a5 to salisly his own mind, he shoold have preferred the
natural order of publication, and have piven that io the workd
first 3 Loty as the second division of the Work was desdaned to
Tefor more to passng events, and te an exisimy state of (hings,
than the others were meal G do, more continnons exertion was
patlurilly héstowerd upon it, and greater progress made here than
in the rest of the poem ; and as this parl doees ool depeond apon
the preceding, to a depree which will materially injurc its own
pooulisr interest, the Auwibor, complying with the earmes) ens
ireaties of some valwed Friends, peesents the following pages
to the Fublic.

Tt may L& proper to state whenee the poom, of which The
Exeurgon is 2 puct, derives ils Title of Toe RECLUSE—Soveral
VR Ay when the Author retired to 108 nalive monislains,
with the hope of Dbeing enabled to construct a literary Work
tlat mipght live, 1t was-a reasonable thing thot he shoul] teke
a review of hiz own mind, and examime how far Mature and
Education had qualified him for such employment.  As sub-
sidiary to this preparotion, e umlerosk to record, in verse, the
origin and progress of hiz own powers, as far a3 he wits acguain-
teel with them.  Thoat Work, addressed 1o a dear Friend, maost
distinguished for his koowlodge and geniug, and to whom the
Amthor’s Intellect is deeply indebted, has been tong finishl 3
the reault of the investigation, which pave rise to it, was a deter-
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mination 4o compase a philosophical poem, containing views of
Man, Nature, and Seciety 3 and to e entitled, the Recluse ; as
having for its principal subject the sensations and opinions of a
poet living in retirement,— The preparatery poem i blographi-
cal, and conducts the history of the Author’s mind to the point
when he was ewboldéned to hope that his faculties were saf-
heiently matured for enterding upon the anluous labour wihdch he
had. proposed o himself ; and the twe Waorks have the same
kind of relation to each other, if he may so express himself, as
the anle-chapel has to the bty of o gothic church,  Continning
this allusion, he may be permitted to add, that his minor Picoes,
which have been lowg before the Public, when they shall e
properly armangred, will be found by the attentive Reader, to have
such eonnection with the main Wark as may give them claim to
L likened to the Tittle cells, aratories, amd sepulchenl reccsses,
rckinetly Tngluded in thase edifices,

The Avthor would nod Tue deemed himself justified in saying,
upon this aceasion, so much of performances, either unfinished or
impialdished, if he had not thought that the labar hestawed Ty
iny wp=m what he has heretofore and now kaid before the Pablic,
entitied him to candid atlention for sauch a statement as he thinls
neceswmry to throw light upen his endeavours to pleasc and, he
would hope, to henefit his eoatirymen,  NWothing furiler nesd
b adided, than thar the first and thivd parts of The Keclnse will
COMSERE chielly of meditations i (he Autbors own person 3 and,
that in the intermediate part (The lxcorsion), the interviention
of chameters spenking is employe], amd =omething of a drmatic
form: adapted,

It is mod the Author's intention formally to announde a system :
it was more animating to him to proceed in a different course ;
and if he shall succead in conveying to the miml clear thoughts,
lively imapes, and stronp feelings, the Reader will have no diff-
culty in extracting the system for himself,  And in the meantime
the following passage, taken from the conclosion of the first
ook of the Eecluse, may be acceptable as o kind of Prospectus
of the design and scope of the whole Poem.
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““On Ban, on Nature, and on Human Life,
Musing in solitade, I oft perceive
Fair trains of imagery before me rise,
Accompanied by feelings of delight,
Pure, ar with no unpleasing sadness mived §
And I am conscions of affecting thouphts
And dear rememhbrances, whose presence saothes
Or elevates the Mind, intent to weigh
The good and evil of onr mortal stare
—To these emotions, whenoesos'er they come,
Whether from Trenth of ootwasd circumstance,
Or from the Soul —an impulse to hersell —
T womld pive nllerance in nnmenus verse,
0Of Treth, of Grandenr, Beauty, Love, and ITope,
And melnnchely Fear subdoed hy Faith
{)f blessed comsolations in distress ;
if moral strengrlh, snd intellectual Tower ;
O joy in widest gommonalily gpread ;
Of the individual Mind that kecps her own
Erpviolate rediremetil, sabpect Uere
To Conscicnee only, and the law supreme
O that Tetellizence which governs all —
1 sing : — " fit audicnce let me find though few ™"

# Do pruyed, more paning than he asked, the Banl —
Lolicst of men, Urania, I shall need
Thy puidante, or g preater Muse, iF such
Lrescond to earth ov dwell in highest heaven !
For I must tread on shadowy ground, must sink
Deep—and, aloft ascending, breathe in worlds
To which the heaven of heavens is but a veil.
Al strength—all terror, single or in bonds,
That ever was put forth in personal form —
Jehovah—witk, his thunder, and the chole
Of shouting Angels, and the empyreal thrones —
| pass them unalarmed.  Not Chaos, not
The doarkest pit of lowest Ercbus,
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Nor nught of blinder vacancy, scoopel ont

By help of dreams—can breed such fear and awe
As fall upon vs ofien when we look

Tnie our Minds, into the Mind of Man—

Ay haunt, aned the maim region of my song,

— Beauty—a living Presence of the enrth,
Hurpiesing the most fair ideal Forms

Which craft of delicate Spirits Bath composed
From earth’s materials—woits npon my steps ;
FPitches her tents before me as 1 move,

An hourly neiphboar.,  Paradize, amd proves
Elysian, Fortupate Fields—like those of old
Sought in the Atlnntic Main—why shoold they be
A history omly of depacted (lings,

Or a moere fiction of what never was 2

Fiowr 1 he I:.Ii!ﬂ:vljl_'lﬁlll_{ intedlect of Tl.fn_u,

When wedded to this godly aniverss

In love and hoely passion, shall fim] these

A simple prodece of 1he common day.

— 1, longr before the hlissfo! hour armives,

Woould chiant, in Tomely pence the spousal verse
Of this great consummation :—and, by words
Which speak of nolhing more than whal we ans,
‘Would 1 arouse the somsnal from their slecp

O Theathy aundd wine the vocint and e yitim

I'o noble raptores ; while my voice prociaims
How exquisitely the indivifaal Wil

{And the progresive powers perhaps no less

Of the whole species) to the external World

Is fttesd s—amd how exquisitely, too—

Theme this but little heard of among men —
The external World is fittd 10 the Mind ;

Anid the creation (by oo lower name

Can it e called) which they with Llended might
Accomplish ;-—this is our high argument.
—Such pratefol hounts foregoing, 0 1 ofi

Must turn elsewhere—to travel near the tribes
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Amd fellowships of men, and see ill sights

Of maddening passions mutually inflamed ;

Must hear Homanity in fields aml groves

Fipe solitary anguizh ; oF must hang

Brooding above the Aerce confederate storm

O sorrow, Barrlcadosd evormore

Within the walls of citics—may {hese sounds
Have their authentic pomment 5 that even these
Hearing, 1 be not downeast or forlom !—

Come prophetic Spirit | that nspic's

The homan Saul of aniversal carth,

Diregming on thines bo come 3 aml dosl possess
A metropolitan temple in {he hearts

Of mighty 'octs ¢ upon me bestow

Aol of genuine insight ; that my Soagy

With star-lilec virtue io its pleoe may shine,
Sl beawpnant inlluence, and seoue,

Itself froaw all malovolent offoct

Of those multations (hal extewl theit sway
Throughout the nether sphere 1— And 3T with his
I mix more lowly matter ; with the thing
Contemplaled, desceibe the 3ind and Wlan
Contesnplating: 3 sl who, and what be was—
The transiory Heing thal Theheld

Thiz Vision ; when and where, and how he lived ;—
Fe not 1his Iabour weedess,  TT sucl theme

May sort with highest eljocts, thetr — drewd FPower !
Whose grocious favour is the primal source

Of all illumination—may my 1.ife

Express the image of o better time,

More wise desires, amd sdimpler manners ;—numse
My Heart in pemuine freedom @ oall pure thougdits
Be with me j=s0 shall thy unfailing [ove

Cmide, and support, ami cheer me to the epd 17



