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PREPEACE

Fow maore than twelve vears 1 have been searching out
and smdving the most ancient homes of Cambridge and
other historic tewns and citics near by, for the benefit of the
pupils under wy charge.  As we made our annual rounds,
the disappezrance of old “londmarks" became, vear by
vear, more noticeable, and thus i oceurred 1o me that o
favar might be conferred upon many by giving in this
melest little work definite location nnd brief account of the
most Tamous old houwses.  To the schoolehildren of Cam-
bridgee and other places this work may be specially useful,
supplemented as 6 13 by origimal angd picturesque views,
and also by brief references to funous persons with whose
names some of the houses are associated.

le has been my conviction for years that the study of
local history is the best introduction to the study of move
general history, and in this view | have been confirmed by
the ever-inereasing historieal pilorimages, and above all by
the testimony of great men who have made the study of
history their profession,  Prof. H, 1L Adams, of Jolins
Hopkins University, savs:

“ History, like charity, begins at home. . ., The best
students of universal history are those who know some one
country or some one subject well.  The family, the hamlet,
the neighborlhood, the communicy, the parish, the village,
town, city, county, and State nre historically the wavs by
which men have approached natiopal and international
hife.”
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The facts | present have not been evelved from “ inner
consciousness,” for, although 1 have had access W original
sources, | have also gleaned freely from Dirake's Lawd
mards and various local bistories. My indebtedness is,
therefore, easily seen and heartily acknowledged.

So far as both cover the same ground, Sisferee fouses
and Walker's Mistorice! Map may be advantageously used
together.

Tons W, FrREESE

Camekipcy, -Mass., 1897

NoTE — [tis probably true b the writer bias overlooked some
historic hoose or spot that, in cthe mind of the local antiquarian,
may he considered dmportant. IF s, comespondence with re-
spect to it or to any error that may have bean made is earnestly
solicited, to the end that this book way be made as nseful a5 pos.

sibile, in case a second edition shonld be called for.
1. W. F,
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