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PREFACE.

I think that there 18 no rellglons denomination, the mem-
bers of which are considerable, that has not felt the need of
some kind of guldance for religiona thonght, and some assiat-
ance towarda putting Into & becoming form the petitions and
acknowledgments addressed o the Bupreme Belng. The
Fsalms of the Hebrew Scriptures are themselves compositions
of this character,—acts of pralse or supplication, or expres-
sions of homillty aod dependence vpon the Source of all Good.
There ia no rellgions work, properly se called,—for 1 leava
polemics entlrely out of the question,—which does not, when
read In 4 proper temper, awaken & desire to reach & higher
standard of virtus, & mors complets aboegatlon of self, &
warmer love for onur fellow creatores,—Iim short, & nesrer re-
semblance in character to the fonnder of the Christlan relig-
fon. That desire i of iteell a silent prayer, to which a man-
ual llke this s Imtended to give a clear and distinct expres-
sion, sultable to the imperfections of oar nature and to the
distance st which we stand from that pattern of excellence,

That compilations not uolike this have been already made,
some of which are of great excellence, s true; but this, as
appears to me, doos pot imply that thers 18 po room for B
new one, when we conslder that the materials of which It 1s
to be composed Increase with every year. As long as the
boman mind cecupies itself with thoge important subjects, its
relations to God and the relations of men to each other noder
his government,—books on religious subjects will ba produced
and published, and some of them will, of course, be the work
of minds finely endowed Ly natgre and coltivated and Invig-
orated by stndy and reflectlon. These writings, whether they
are of the hortatory or meditative class, whether they take
the form of prayer or precept, or that of hymns expressive of
some rellglous emotion or religlous truth, supply ample mat-
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ter to be Incorporated inte a selection which shall form a dally

companion for the devotions of the closet or the family, and
which, by referring to the suthors, remind ns of the sympa-
thies by which we are connected with all those of our gener-
stion who hold to the Christlam faith. IMstant a8 they may
be from us in space, we bring them ioto commuonion with onr-

selves by adopting thelr words, It I8 hardly extravegant to
say that, in this manner, they become sharers in our devo-
tlona, and mpart to the moat solitary of them somewhat of a

soclal character.

To the devotlonal poetry of our language very considerable
gdditions have, of late years, been made, and thuz the com-
pller of & work like this has the opportunity of making & more
diversified choice than was possible at any time in the past.
Devotion is no exception to those emotions which love to
express themselves in verse. "When, to words aptly chosen,
lg added the charm of measure and rhyme, apd these are
wedded to musical modoistton, the highest and most moving
cxprasalon of devotlonal fecllng i attalned. Wordsworth, 1n
one of his prefaces, referring, I think, to Pope's Eplstle ol
Elnlas to Abelard, remarks that by the power of verse Fope
has eontrived to render the plainest common sense interest-
ing, and fregoently to invest it with the appearance of pas-
slom. Tt is thus with devotional poetry,—the want of novelty
in the thought is often compensated for by the melody of the
versificption, which lifts It ont of the Ievel of commonplace
and despens the impresaion made by 1t on the mind.

‘What Dr. Johnson sald of devoetlonal poetry,—that it Is
always nnsatlsfactory, and that no man has written it well,—
has often heen refuted by example since his time. In fact, it
was sufficiently refuted before in the sacred songs of the He-
brews, and in the grand hymo which Milton puta ioto the
mouths of our first parents while yet In paradise, as ihey
stood st the door of thelr bower in the glory of the mornlng.
I might instance also, as & proofl of ita fallacy, the magnificent
bymn with which Thomson closes his poem of the Seasons,
magnificent in spite of its blemishes. The “ Hymn before
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sanrige, In the Valley of Chamouny,” by Coleridge, one of the
neblest poems In our langnage, ot any other, needs only to ba
mentioned in order to show how great was Johnson's mis-
take. A great nomber of shorter poems deslgned to be sung
{n religious psaemblles, of soch decided merit as to show the
perfect compatibllity of poetry and worship, have been writ-
tem since Johnson's time and incorporated into our collections
of hymns, such a8 ihat of Cowper, beglonlng with ** God
moves 1o & mysterious way ™ ; that of Bir Walter Scott, with
this Initial line, “ When Israel, of the Lord beloved ™; that of
Mrs. Adams, beginoiog with  Nearer, my God, to thea™; the
Christmas hymn of Hev. Dr. Bears; and others, of which we
might make up & list guite too lomg for the Nmits of this
preface, UOF Iate the attention of a large class of readers has
bean torned to devotional poetry, and nomerons collactions
have been made to satizly the demand for it,—some by anthor-
lzed commitiees of religious depominstions, and others by
laymen on thelr own asccount, Some of these have had a
wide cireniation. I do not in¢lnde the Hebrew Melodles of
Byron in this eonmeratiot, sloge they can acarcely be called
devotional. Home of Moore’a sacred songs may; and these
gre 28 well dope a8 moat of hia other verses. Bot there 18
Eehle, who has written largely and 1lttle else thaun poetry of
& religiona character, and who, If not always ferveot, s al-
ways earnast and simple, snd attalns a certain classic dignity.
The hymns of the Wesleys are of & warmer cast, and some of
them have great literary merit, although Charles Wesley often
yielded to hls facility in composition and dlinted hls verse
too freely. That his hymne were frequently thrown off In
moments of devotional enthusiasm, s attested by thelr effect
upon those who hear them sung at camp-mestings, when the
throng of singers seem to catch inspiration from the words of
the poet. To this stock of original poetry may be added the
transiations which have appeared within & few years, of the
fine old medimval hymnps In Latin, well deserving by their
slmple grandeur to be domesticated io our language.

Bome nuse has been made in this compilation of the writings
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of authors with whom the compiler does not agree in regard
to certain polota of Christlan doctrine. Passages from thess
snthors have found a place here, not only becanss they are
pertinent and well expressed, but becauss they strikingly fi-
lustrate the fact that the homan mind, whatever creed it may

 bold, tarns naturally and with a strong impulse to an all-wise,
all-powerful end supremely benignant Being, and is not satis-
fled without belng, in some way, brought iote communion
with him. That wnotterabla yearning of the spirit to hold
cotrveras with the Creator, of which the apostls apeaks, §s not
repressad sven by those sceptical tendencies which pare down
the religions belief of the Indlvidoal to the slenderest remnant
of doctrine.

To conclode, this work 1s designed for those who would
cultivate the habit of begloning and closing the day with some
grateful recogoition of the goodoess of God, some supplics-
tion for his continnal protection, some petition for his bless-
ing upem their brethren of the human race; some ackonowl-
edgment of the fraflty of thelr own virtue, and the need of hia
aid to strengthen their good resolutlons. In the conteots of
this wvoluma, gathered from a large varlety of sourees, it 1a
hoped that they may find passages which by the force of ex-
preselon or aptness of {llostration may so lmpress their minds
that they may willingly and frequently reeur to its use.

WiLLiaM CULLEN BRYANT.

Roslyn, Long Island, October, 1877.
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