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Vanquith'd in life, his death
By beauty made amends :
The passing of his breath
Won his defeated ends.

Brief life and hapless? Nay:
Through death, life grew sublime,
Speak after semtemce? Yea:
And to the end of time,
LioxzL Jornsox.
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There is fact in this play and there is fancy, and only
the student of those dreaming days will knotw where the ome
merges with the other. He is scarcely likely to approve of
this attempt to recapiure the emotion of an bistorical episode
by means that are very often unbistorical ; to bis trained
mind awy study of Robert Emmet's insurrection which ipnores
Owen Kirean, Anne Devlin and many another 15 unworthy
of seriows comsideration. But selection and rejection of
tncidents and characters is the beginning and end of all
playmaking ; even in plays dealing with imaginary people
there mist always remain ihe country on the dark side of the
moon unknoton to the audience but a5 vivid o the play-
soright as the side that shines on the stage, bow much more
erowded must that dark side be in an bistorical play when
into a few acts must be crushed the emotions and actions of
bundreds of people during several months? That is the
enly defemce I can offer to bis just criticism on the omissions
in the play.

He will also, probably, quarrel with the title of the dlay
and say that Robert Emmet was practical inall bis gualisies,
@ soldier, & tactician, a most able organiser. I agree,  But
all these things were fused together for ome purpose by ths
most practical guality of all—his dream. Dreams are the
only permaneni ibings in life, the cnly heritage that can be
boarded or spemt and yet bandzd down intact from gemeration
to gemeration, Robert Emmet's dream came down to Bim
through—bow many P—penerations. He passed it on un-
dimmed, It i being dreamed to-day, as vivid as ever
and—ibey say—as unpractical,

LENNOX ROBINSON.



