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NOTE

By request of Mr. Freeland's Trustees the
Poems in this Volume have been selected
and prepared for the Press by Henry
Johnston and William Wallace, LL.D.
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MEMOIR

In a letter from Elgin in 1868, the subject of this
Memoir wrote me: “Your wisit to Smith's grave
(Alexander Smith, author of the Life Drama, ete.) was
natural and characteristic of you, and whether 7 publish
a book or not T shall expect vou to visit my grave
also—and what is more, write my elegy.” Add to this
the wrresistible importunity of friends, an intimate and
unbroken companionship of over forty years, and my
warrant for undertaking to write these introductory
pages 1s stated.

There are few episodes in the quiet life of William
Freeland for a biography—an elegy was all he himself
desired—but a simple record of what he was and
what he achieved, of the henourable strenuocusness of
his career and his generous helpfulness to others, will,
I think, tend to strengthen our regard for his memory.

Eirkintilloch, for its size, seems to compare favour-
ably with other towns in the matter of its poets,
David Gray, author of Zhe Zwuggde; Walter Watson,
known as the wrnter of the song, Weve aye been provided

Jor; David Buchanan, James Slimmon, author of e
ix



