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L
8T. COLUMBA.

Ix the history of Beotland during the first ten
eentories of onr era, the gcenrrences best anthenti-
cated are chiefly those which mark the progress of
the Christian church, and the greatest name is
Columba. Born in 521, nearly a hundred years
after the death of 5t Ninian the apostls of the
Houthern Plets, and preaching the gospel to the
Northern Picts while the aged Si. Kentigern was
labouring as a bishop among the Britons of Strath-
Clyde, Columba was destined to extend and com-
plete the work of both, by his own unwearied
excrtions, and the judicious employment of nume-
rous sasistant missionaries and teachers. On the
father's gide he was of the royal line of Ulster, and
his mother was the descendant of & princely house
in Leinster. Tho purity of his ehildhood and youth
B
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and the careful training he then received, admirably

fitted him for the beoly work that was before him as
an evangelist among the Northern Ficts, and the
head of the Family of Iona In 563, several years
after his ordingtion as a presbyter, ha left Ireland
with twelve disciples, having obtained from his
kinsman Conal, king of the Dalriadic Scots, a grant
of the *Ials of Druids,” one of the smallest of the
Hebrides, but in after sges to be worthily dis-
tingnished as “ I—the Island.” Of ita other namnes,
that of * T-eolm-kill," thongh directly conmecting it
with ¥ Colamba of the Cells,” does not awaken onr
cmotion like the music of “ Iona—the Holy Isle.”
To use the wonds of & recent historian, © The first
task of 8t Columba, after taking posacssion of the
igland, was to ercet o monestery and a church.
These buildings were sxceedingly humble, The
church was probably of hewn timber, thatched with
reeds, like ihat erected at Lindisfarne by Bishop
Finan, after the manner of the Scots, as deseribed by
Bede. The monsstic buildings were of a still more
unpretending kind, as is implied in the whole narra-
tive of Adamnan. They were, no doubt, of the same
character with those which are known to have existed
in Ireland at that time, contrasting remarkahbly
with the magnificent structares of after ages. The
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glory of those early buildings was within."—{Grub's
Eecleaiastical History of Beotland.) St Columba
died after midnight, on Sundsy 9th June 597, in
his 76th year, and was buried in the island. Two
very carly lives of the saint are extant, one written
by Cumin, sixth abbot of Tona, and the other by
Adamnan, who was the eighth abbot, having been
clectad to the office in 879. The lives are printed
in Pinkerton's “ Vite Antique Sanetorum in Seotia”
Both writers had conversed with men who had re-
peatedly seen their great predeccasor. Tho intorest-
ing occcurrences aftending the close of Columba's
life, and referred to in the following verses—the
forewarning he received of the honor of hiz departure,
his prediction of the fidure glory of Iona, and his
death betore the altar—am minutely detadlsd in
Adamnan's work, from the information of those who
ware then present. He thus concludes his biography
of the holy presbyter :—* Though he lived in this
small and remote island in the extremity of the
British ocean, his name and reputation are spread,
and his ssmctity homoured, not only through all
Britain and Ireland, but even through Spain and
Gaul, and the renown of his sanctity has also pene-
trated beyond ths Apennine Hills into Italy, and
into the city of Rome itself, the head and chief of
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all other citiea™ So wrote his successor in the
seventh century, In the nineteenth, how much
farther might we not continue this climax of enlogy !
Tt is enongh to say, that wherever the faith of Christ
is preached, the memory of the Saint of Tona is had
in honour; and, a3 a late instanco of this, the first
adifice consecrated for Christian worship, weat of the
Mississippi, and north of the Falls of 8t. Anthony,
‘among a savage Indian tribe, is the Church of St.
Colamba.



