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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

THIA translation of Rense’s * History of the New Testa-
ment,” begun three yeéars ago, whils tha translator was a atu-
dent in Andover Theologioal Seminary, and carried on since
in the intervals of leisure from other ocoupations, ia now
sented to the public, in the hope that it may prove useful to
English and Awmerican sindents of the New Testament, as it
hasa already been to those of German speech.

The translation has been made from the fifth revised edition
( Brumswick, 1374), without abridgment, and with the consent
of the suthor. The sttempt has boen to render the thought
as accurately as possible, snd st the same time in feirly idio-
matic and readable English. The translator bas anpplemented
the bibliography to the best of his ability by ineerting, in
sqnara brackets, references to English and American litera-
ture (with which the author wae less familiar), ae well as to
German and French works which have appeared sines the
gublication of the last edition of the original. He doee not

atter himself that these ndditions are by any means exhaus-
tive, or so complete as they might have been his resources
been greater, but he indulges the hope that they ma%pmw
to have increased considerably the value of the book. The in-
dex has also been increased to more than twice ite proportions
in the original.

The sincere thanks of the travslator are due, and are hereby
expressed, to Prof. J. H. Thayer, D. D, of Cambridge, Mass.,
at whose smggestion the work was originally taken up, and
whose encouragement snd kindly eid bave made it in many a
point better than it could otherwise have been,

EDWARD L. HOUGHTON.
Meprcrp, Mass, June 5, 1864






PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION.
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A BooK which has the honor to present itsel! to students for
the fifth time, and which, after more than thirty years in ecur
fagt-living and impatiently progreseive age, is still permitted to
appear in the marﬁ:lt, slmulla not be withont a word of preface,

oreover, ench a word is not wnnecessary as & makter of expla-
netion and apology. The information that the last edition was
exhausted and a new one desired eame to me wholly anex-
pectedly,  Im view of the direction which work in the field of
the history of the Bible was more and more taking, I bad
long sinee familisrized myself with the thonght that, althongh
my method bad been approved by many, the results which
1 had obtained and advocated only mark = standpoint alread
superseded. And ao I had tarned my attention to wholly dit-
ferent matters, content that my work had been able to render
service for a time, and in the fixed expectation that some other,
I:T:nre in keeping with views now prevalent, would take ite

ace.

That I am permitted toappenr once more may be due to the
fact that the form into which 1 have cast the material is one
that is appropriate to the idea of the science ; that I have cited
the litersture more fully than this has been done elsewhere;
and that more than one series of events, closely connected with
the history of the Bible, are here introduced, for which one
seeks in vain in the other most widely viroulated works of thia
kind. ‘The addition of theso latter, however, I readily admit,
is of little importance in the judgment of my contemporaries.
For they, for the moat part, still sek only after the position
which one takes with referanca to certain burning guestions of
eriticism. I cannot conceal from myself, therefore, the fact
that I have not given eatisfaction to professional scholars, and
hence cannot expect—aoven less now than before —that my
book will be favorably received on the one side or the other.
If T express a doubt with reference to a tradition, be it never
80 ill-founded, the conservatives miss in the wounld-be histo-
rian the indispensable quaIit{ of #objectivity ;™ if I am un-
able, doubtless from natural lack of aecuteness, to discover the
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fine seams by which, it is gaid, a supposed apostolic writing
betrays itself us a tR.ie-.man of patchwork by several hands, the
critics have ready the neat epithet of * petty apologist,” by
which the matter ia seitled at once.

I by no means complain that both sides alike are dissatisfied,
Still leas ahould I think of imagining that [ have spoken the
final word upon any point. I am convinced that the saience
which I on my part have striven to promote in some degree
will ba eet before tha next generation in a more complete form
and with more definite miﬁm than is the case to-day and in
this work. My book may then take it modeat place in the
history of the science, like many earlier works, which are still
spoken of, perhaps, bnt little used, after having served their
oontemporaries for a time and aatisfied muny. B &

BrrAssBURe, Marck 25, 1874,
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