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PREFACE.

Tue late Rev. Dr. Lant Carpenter was one of the
Pastors of Lewins’ Mead Chapel, Bristol, where he was
highly esteemed for lis ministry and his good works,
both in his own congregation, and in the city generally.
He also held a prominent position in the British
Unitarian body, to which he belonged.

Shortly after his departure from this world in April,
1840, a volume of hiz sermons was prepared by his
family for publieation; this was edited by his eldest
Son, Dr. William Benjamin Carpenter, the Physiologist,
while his second Son, the Rev. Russell Lant Carponter,
prepared a Memoir of his Father. Both were pub-
lished in o large octavo form, and were disposed of
among friendg by subscription. These volumes were
not therefore extensively known.

Dr. W. B. Carpenter thus speaks in his Preface to
the Sermons —* No one who long attended on Dr. Car-
penter’s preaching, could avoid perceiving that he ro-
garded it as his chief duty to Impress his hearers with



iv. Preface.

an operative sense of their Christian obligations ; and
that he regarded all other ohjects as but secondary.
Those who were best acquainted with the intellectual
powers which he possessed, must have observed that, in
his zealous devotement of these to his Master’s service,
he often restrained their exercise,—preferring the sim-
plicity which could be nunderstood by all, to those higher
flights in which but & part of his andience could follow
him. No wish has, therefore, been felt by his Family,
to make this Selection convey an idea of his philosophic
acumen, his critical learning, or his argumentative skill.
They have rather desired to exhikit that to which he
rendered these subservient,—his zeal and earnestness in
the enforcement of the precepts of Christ, derived as
they were from his deep conviction of their Divine
authority,—the enlarged views he possessed of Christian
duty, resulting from a faithful improvement of his reli-
gious experience,—and the warmth of that benevolence,
which, springing perhaps from natural temperament,
was expanded and invigorated by his steady aim to
imitate his Great Master, and to carry on his work of
love and mercy.”

Sermons such as these, illustrated by the daily life
of the preacher, must at all times be & useful help to
those who desire to live in conformity with the Will of
(God, and in true development of the grand purposes of
existence. They were greatly valued by all who had
the privilege of coming under the influence of Dr. Lant



Preface, V.

Carpenter's life and teachings, and the results of their
teaching have been perceptible in the lives of those who
received them. 'A period of thirty-five years since his
lamented death has not diminished that sense of their
excellence,

The present Editor, Dr. Lant Carpenter's eldest
Daughter, feeling how largely she is indebted to her
Father's influence and teachingg, is desirous to extend
ther to the present generation, and has therefore selected
the following Sermons from the original volume, with
two not included in it. She hopes, by presenting them
to the public in an inexpensive form, to make them
generally useful This volume will be accompanied by
an abridgment of the Memoir, for which she is indebted
chiefly to the Drother, who originally prepared it.

Tue lizv Lopce Housk,
Briston, May 3.
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