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PREFACE.

HEY say my * Stodiea ” are haed, and T am glad to hear
it, for so in trath they shonkd be, since history itself ig
bard,  Our text-books in this subject hove been mostly manunls
af the results of this study, presented o omore or less otbemes
tive literary form. They have given no chanee for any genuine
work ; and yet e stady of bistery demands most serious work ;
likee mathematics, it involver lorie; like lunguage, it demands
analysis aml fine discrimination of terms ;) Nee scienee, i1 ealls
for exact ohservalion ; like bow, W needs the cools well-Tolanpeed
juderment ; bevond abl these, it roquires the higliest, fallest use
of the sympathetic imaginaiion. In fact, no stady is more dif-
ficult ; none ealls more completely on all the wental powers, gone
affords the mind more senerons play.

It bs inudeed vasy to rend ood then repeat: ** Mazns Charta
laid the foundation of English liberty ™ ¢ The Athenian peo-
ple wera brave, patriotic, magnanimons, and highly-eultored ™ ;
“The rovernmeul of Lewis XTV. wus arbiteary, corvupl, tu-
just, extrovogsot™; but to péwd, o evew to lewro such sen-
tenecs ag these by heart, is not to stody, or even to touch the
study of history ; these are neve stalements of the resulls of
higtoricn] resesrch ; before he ean pame Lis work ©* study,™ the
pupil must have found out ome resolts for himself, by exercis-
ing his own powers upon the necessary ‘*raw material ™ of
history ; let him read Magna Charta ; lel him see the Athenian
people in action in their contempornry world ; let him have the
facts of French organization and sdministration onder Lewis
XIV.; let him look, and look again, like Acassiz’ famous
pupil at the fish, until Le sees the essential spirit, purpose, or
character displayed within these words npd deeds and figures ;
thus he becomes a genuine stodent. By such practice, he
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learns, as a practical historian, to interpret social and politieal
forms and facts, ag the Dbiologist learns to interpret living
organisios by the actual dizsection of 2 few typical forms, or
as the mathematician fits bimself to wrestle with new complica-
tionis by conguering well-zet, formal problems; in each case,
actual work is dooe; and nonght but actual work knits ns to
reality.

In teaching history in higher grades. three points must
always be in mind: first; to give each student independent
work ; next, {o subject the results of solitary, individnal thought
to {he freest eriticism and discnssion in the class-room ; last
of all, the acceptad resnlts of the collective lnbor must be
arranged in gompact and logieal order, and stowed away in
memory. DBy ihe solitary study of the individoal, the mind
gains power and originaliby ; by the *free lanee in a free
field ™ of class-room worl, the mind gains courage, sharpness,
speed, and generons lemper; by tha plrict, clese sifting of
stigly amd discussion, it gains copeentration, elearpess, and
hreadth.

Thiz mode of instruction is, n s essence, lhe famons
¥ Beminary " inethod. first emploved in Germany, anod of late
introduead into onr own leading colleges. To render its advan-
tages availuble for large elusses with linited libraries, and a
limited course of hiztorieal study, T have made these two books
the Student’s edition contains the material and the problems for
independent study ; the Teacher's Mouwal contains the answers
to these problems, embodied in tabulations, and a running comn-
mentary of text, which muy serve as suggestive for the discus-
sions and the sommaries demnnded by the elass-rocm.

As for the advantage of this method to the feacher, 1 can
only say that I can hut hope it will save him the tedivm of the
treadmill 3 that it will bring biin day by day the living, sympa-
thetic touch of youthful thonght and feeling; and that, in
time, the world may resd with fairer, eloarer meaning to

Bitinsell,
MARY SHELINYN HARNEES
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