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PREFACE

Tue four essays which form this volume are offered as a
small contribution to the movement noticeable at present
in this country in €avour of a better Imowledge of Spain
and the Spanish-speabing peoples, the ovwrward mani-
festation of which is the growing populatity of the
Spanish language, There 1z little doubr that the driving
force of such a movement s not of a cultural, but of a
utilitarian, order. For the second time in history, the
riches of South America fascinate the European, omnly
this time the Conquistador stays at home and it is the
enterprising Briton who stirs and dreams of Eldorade.
The words of the Spanish langnape are thus the caravels
which will take British trade across the seas and bronp
back—like the galleons of old—a less bulky though ne
less substantial cargo in the form of dividends, We need
not complzsin. Commerce was ever the foreronner of
culture, and the country which owes her first glimmers
of civilisation to the Phenicans and the Greeks i3 not
likely to guarrel with the Britons. The merchant may
build his ship for commerce, yet he cannot resist ler
charm, and falls in love with her, So the Briton may
still fall in love with the Castilian language, though he
learn it for purposes of trade,
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