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STATEMENT OF BEING

WHO AND WHAT GOD IS—WHO AND WHAT
MAN IS

FIRST LESSON

[In entering upon this course of instruction let each
one, as far as pessible, lay aside for the time being all previ-
ous theories and beliefs. By so doing you will be saved the
trouble of trying all the way through the course to force
“new wine into old bottles.” If there is anvthing as we pro-
ceed which you do not understand or agree with, just let it
lie passively in your mind until you receive the entire course,
for many statements which would naturally arouse antago-
nisin and discussion will be clear and easily accepted a little
further on. After the course s t:u::-mp|tl¢d. if you wish to
return to your old beliefs and ways of living, you are at
perfect liberty to do so. But for the time being, be willing
to become as little children; for, said a Master in spiritual
things, “Except ve become as little children ye can n no
wise enter the kingdom of heaven.”” If at times there seems
to be repetition, please remember that these are lessons, not
]:ch.lrts.]

When Jesus was talking with the Samaritan
woman at the well, he said to her, “God 15 Spirit;
and they that worship him must worship him in spirt
and in truth.” He did not say, God 15 a Spirit.
The article a, talicized as 1t 1s in our Bibles, has
been interpolated by translators. To say “a spmit”
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6 First Lesson

would be implying the existence of more than one
spirit.  Jesus in his statement did not do this.

Wehster in his definition of Spirit says, “Spirit
is life or mtelligence conceived of entirely apart from
physical embodiment. It is vital essence, force, en-
ergy, as distinct from matter.”

Cod, then, is not, as many of us have been
taught to believe, a big personage or man residing
somewhere in a beautiful region in the sky called
“heaven,” where good people go when they die and
see him clothed with ineffable glory ; nor 1s he a stern,
angry Judge only awating an opportunity some-
where to punish bad people who have failed to live
a perfect life here.

God is Spirit, or the Creative Energy which is
the cause of all visible things. God as Spirit is the in-
visible life and intelligence (according to Webster's
definition of Spirit) which underlies all physical
things. There could be no body, or visible part, to
anything unless there was first Spirit as creative cause.

Geod is not a being or person having life, intelli-
gence, love, power.  God s that invisible, intangible,
but very real something we call Life. God is perfect
Love and infinite Power, God is the sum total of
these combined, the sum total of all good, whether
manifested or unexpressed.



Statement of Being 7

There 1s but one God in the universe, but one
source of all different forms of life or intelligence
we see, whether they be man, animal, tree or rock.

God 15 Spint.  We cannot see Spirit with these
fleshly eyes; but when we clothe ourselves with the
spiritual body, then Spirit is visible or manifest and
we recognize it. You do not see the living, thinking
“me" when vou lock at my body. You see only
the form through which I am manifesting.

God i1 Love. We cannot see love, nor grasp
any comprehension of what love is, except as love is
clothed with a body. All the love there is in the
universe is God. The love between husband and
wife, between parents and children, is just the least
little bit of God as pushed forth through visible form
mto manifestation. A mother's love, so nfinitely
tender, so unfalling, is the same love, only mani-
fested in greater degree through the mother.

God 15 Wisdom or Intelligence. All the wis-
dom or intelligence we see in the universe is God—is
wisdom projected through a visible form. To edu-
cate (from educere, to lead forth) never means to
force into from the outside, but always means fo
draw out from within semething alreadv exisfing
there. God as infinite Wisdom or Intelligence lives
within every human being, only waiting to be led



