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PREFATORY NOTE

Thiz compilation of the Publi¢c S8chool Laws of North Carolina is issuned in
this form, in sccordance with section 4088 of The Revizal of 1%05.

All amendments te the General School Law made by the several General
Aggemblies since the compilation of tha law in The Raevizal of 1906 have been
Inecorporated in the respective sections, and the amandments made by the
General Asseambly of 1517 are printed in italics in thea amended sections.
This compilation Includes also the special acts of State-wide application relat-
ing to public schools not included in the body of the public achool law.

The notes, decisions and other matter, 1t is hoped, will be found convenlent
and uselual.

A careful reading of the law by all achool officers and teachers will prevent
many mistakes and much burdensome correspondence and delay.

J. Y. JOYRER,
Superiniendent of Public I'natruction.
Rarxrgm, May, 1917.



EDUCATION IN OUR CONSTITUTION

Article IX of the Constitution of North Carclina relates to education. It
reads as follows:

Bzcerion 1. Rellgion, morelity, and knowledge being necessery to good
government and the happiness of mankind, gchools and the means of educa-
tion shall forever be encouraged.

8e0. 2. The General Assembly, at Its first sesslon under this Constitution,
ghall provide by tazatlon and otherwise for a general and uniform system
of public achools, wherein tuitlon shall be free of charge to all the children
of the State between the ages of alx and twenty-one years. And the children
of the white race and the childran of the colored reece shall be taught in
separate public echools; but thers shall be no diseriminstion in favor of or
to the prejudice of eflither race.

Bec. 3. Each county of .the State shall be divided Into a convenient numhber
of districts, in which one or more publie schaola shall be maintained at least
four months in every vear; and if the eommleafoners of any county shall fall
to comply with the aforesaid requirements of this section they shall be lable
to indictment.

8pc. 4. The proceeds of all lands that have been or hereafter may be
granted by the United States to this State and not otherwise appropriated by
this State or the United States, alzo all money, stocks, bonds and other prop-
erty now belonging to any State fund for purposes of education, zlso the net
proeeeds of all sales of the swamp lands belonging to the State, and all other
granis, glits or devlses that have been or hereafter may be made io the Biate
aund not otherwise appropriated by the Biate or by the terma of the grant,
gift or devise, shall be paid into the Btate Treasury, and, together with so
much of the ordinary revenue of the Btate as may be by law set apart for that
purpese, ghall be faithfully appropriated for establishing and maintaining in
thiz State a system of f{ree public schools, and for oo other uses or purposes
whatsoovoT.

Bec. 6. All moneys, atocks, bonds, and other properiy belonging to a
county school fond, also the net proceeds from the sale of estrays, also the
clear proceeds of all penaltios and forfeliures and of all fines collected in ihe
peveral countles for any breach of the pemal or military laws of the State,
and all moneys which ahall be pald by persons as &n equivalent for exsmption
from military duty shall belong to and remain in the several counties and
ghall be falthfully appropriated for establishing and mairtaining free public
sehools In the several countles {n this State: Provided, that the amount
eollected In each county shall be anoually reported to the Superintendent of
Public Instruction,

8Beo. 6. The General Assembly shall have power to provide for the election

" of trostees of the University of North Caroling, in whom, when chosen; shall

be weated all the privileges, rights, franchlses and endowments thereof [n
any wise granted to or conferred upon the trustecs of said University; and
the Goneral Assembly may make such provisions, laws and regulations from
time to time 68 may be necessary and expedient for the maintenance and
management of aald University.
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Brc. 7. The General Assembly shall provide that the benefits of the Uni-
veraity, as far aa practicable, be extended to the youth of the State free of
expense for tultlon; also that all the property which has heretofore acerued
to the State or shall hereafter accrue from eacheats, unclaimed dividends
or distributive shares of the estates of deceased persons shall be appropriated
to the use of the University.

Beo. 8 The Governor, Licutenant-Governor, Becretary of State, Treasurer,
Auditor, Buperintendent of Fublic Instruction, and Attorney-General ghall
constitute a State Board of Education.

Bro. 8. The Governor shall be president and the SBuperintendent of Public
Instruction shall be secretary of the Board of Edueation.

Seo. 10. The Board of Education shall succeed to all the powers and trusta
of the preaident and directors of the literary fund of North Carolina, and
ghall have full power to leglalate and make all needful rulea and regulations
In relation to free public schools and the educational fund of the Htate;
but all acta, rules and regulations of sald board may be a[l.a::ad. amended, or
repgaled by the General Assembly, and when so altered, amended or repealed
they shall not be reémactad by the board.

3rc. 11. The first zazaion of the Board of Education shall be held at the
capital of the Btate within fifteen days after the organization of the BState
Government under thizs Congtitotjon: the time of future mestings may be
determined by the board.

Bre. 12 A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for the tranas-
aetlon of businasy.

Bec. 13, The contingent expensea of the board shall be provided by the
General Assembly.

Bec. 14. As soom as practicable after the sdoptlon of this Constitution
the General Assembly zhall establish and mainiain in conmection with the
Univereity a department of agriculture, of mechanics, of mining and of
normal instruetion.

Sec. 16. The General Asgembly i heroby empowered to enaet that every
child of suficient mental and physical ability shall attend the public schools
during the perfod batween the agea of aix nnd elghieen years for a term of
‘not less than sixteen months, uoless educatod by other mesns.

Bec. 27. The peopls have the right to the privilege of education, and
it is the duty of the Staie to guard and maintaln that right.—Bill of Righis,
North Caroling Constituidon,

Article I1, sectlon 28:

The General Assembly shall not pass any loeal, private, or special aet or
resolution: “Erecting new townships, or changlng township lnes, or
establishing or changing tha lines of schoo! distriets.”

ENUOATIONAL QUALIFICATION FOR HUFFRAGE,

Artlele VI, sectlon 4, of the Conatitution of North Carolina contains the
following:

Every person presenting himaelf for reglstration shall be able to read and
write any section of the Constitutiom im the English language; and befors
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he shall be entitled to vote he shall have pald, on or before the Arst day of
May of the year In which he proposes to vote, his poll tax for the previous
year, a8 prescribed by Artlele V, section I, of the Constitution. But no male
person who was on January 1, 1867, or at any time prior thereto, entitled
to vote under the lawd of any State in the United States whereln he then
resided, and mo lineal descendant of any such person, shall be denied the
right to register and vote at any election in this State by reaszon of his fallore
to poesess the educationsl gualifications herein prescribed: Prowvided, he
shall have reglstered in acecordance with the terms of this section prior to
December 1, 1908,



NEW SCHOOL LEGISLATION, 1917

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS AND
INSTITUTE CONDUCTORS

[CEArrEn 146, Porric Laws 1917.]

The General Assembly of North Coroling do enact:

Seerrow 1. There shall be and is hereby constituted a Stete Board of Ex-
aminers and Ingtitute Conduetors, which shall conmist of six members—three
men and three women—of recognized ability, character, professional training
aid successful experience in teaching or in supervising schools, to be desig-
nated as Institute Conduetors, who ghall be appointed by the Governor of the
Biate, three for a term of two years, three for a term of four years, and
their smccessore for a term of four years. All vacancles occurring in the
memberahip of sald board by death or reslgnation or otherwise shall be Blled
in the zsame manner for the unexpired term. The State Buperintendent- of
Public Inatruction shall be ez officio chalrman of aatd hoard, and the State
Bupervisor of Teacher-Training and Huperintendont of the State Normal
Schools for the Colored Raece and the Cherokes Indians ghall be er oficio
secretary. The salary of each institute conductor shall be fized by the State
Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the execntive committes of
the North Caroline Teachers® Assembly, at a sum not to exceed two thousand
five hundred dollare per ¥ear exclusive of expenses. For fmmoral conduct,
incompetency, fallure to perform duty, or other and sufficlent cause, the
State Board of Education may remove from office any member of said Board
0! Bxamirers and Imstitute Conductors, after due notice in writing to said
member of the charges, who ahall be glven at least five days to appear and
angwer and offer evidence, and who ghall have the right of appeal from the
action of the State Board of Education to the coortz of the State.

8ec, 2. Hald Beard of Hxaminers and Imstitute Conductors shall have on-
tire sontrol of examining, accrediling without examination, and certificating
all applicants for the position of teacher, prineipal, supervisor, superintend
ent, and assistant superintendent in all public elementary and secondary
achoolz of North Carolipe, urban and rural, and no perzon shall be employed
or serve in sald schools as teacher, principal, supervisor, superintendent or
asalstant superintendent, who shall not be certificated for such position by
gald board under the provisions of this act: Provided, however, that the
examination and certificatiom of all applicants for second and third grade
eertificates shall be under the control of the county superintendent of each
county or of the town or city superintendent of sach town or city aystem
operated nnder special act or charter, Said board ghall prescribe rules and
regulations for examining, accrediting without examination, and certificat-
ing all such applicants for the renewal and exiension of certificates and for
the issumnce of life certificates. No certificate Issued by sald board shall be
valld untll approved and signed by the county superintendent of the county
or the city superintendent of the clty fn which the examination of the holder
of sald certificate was held, or in the schools of which the holder of sald
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cortificate, 1f lssued without examination, applies to teach. Any certificate
when 8o approved by sald county or city superintendent shall be of Statewlde
validity, and in case sald county or city superintendent shall refuse to ap-
prove and sign any suoch certifieate, he shall notify the secretary of the State
Board of Examiners and Institute Conductors and state in writlng the rea-
gons for sueh refusal, and sald State Board of Examiners and Institute Con-
duectors shall have the right, upon appeal by the holder of said certificate, to
review and Investigate and finally determine the matter.

8ec. 3. All State high school certificates, five-year State elementary school
cartificates, and firat-grado county certificates in foree at the time of the ratifi-
cation of this act ghall eontinue in force until the date of their expiraiion as
stated in each certificate, after which the present holders of such cortificates
ghall be subject to such rules and regulations as the Htate Board of Exam-
iners and Tostitute Conductors may adopt in regard to the izsuance of renewal,
with or without examination, of certificates of the same class. Sald Board
of Examiners and Institute Conductors shall lgaue to all city superintendents,
to all county supérintendents, and to all assistant superintendents in service
at the time of the ratification of this act temporary superintendents’ or assist-
ant superintendents’ certificates without examination, and preseribe rules
ard regulations for the renewal and eztepzion of the same; and in eases of
undoubtied finess, competency, and progressive efficiency, evidenco of which
shall be submitted In writing to sald board, 1t shall issue to all euch superin-
tendenta and assistant superintendents & permanent cortificats without exam-
imation under such rolez and regulations og aatd board may adopt. On or be-
fore July firat, ninetecn hundred and seventeen, the superintondent or othor
snpervising offlecr of overy city, town, or other spaclally ehartered achool that
now has pawer and anthoriiy to elect teachers withont a eounty or State eertl-
ficata ghall file with tho State Board of Examiners and Inetitnte Conduoectors
& complete list of the names of all teachers, principals, and supervizors In
gervice in the school or schools under his supervision during the school year
ending June thirtleth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, together with a
cortified statement from them and from said superintendent or supervising
officer of tha gualifications, preparation, profazsional training, and teaching
exparienca of each, and the recommandation of sald superintendent or supar-
viging officer as to the grade of certificate to which each g entitlad. Where-
upon the State Board of Hxaminers and Institute Conduoetors may anthorize
end cause to be fssuad to such teachers, principals, and sypervisors, without
examination, a permanent certificate of the gradp recommended, sublect,
however, to the rules and regulations of said board for keeping permanent
certificates in force,

8ec. 4. The State Board of Hxzaminers and Institute Conductors shall pre-
pare queations for the examinations authorized under this act, and the State
Buperintendent of Public Instruction shall cause lists of the questions so pre-
pared to be printed, and ehall, before the date of such examination, send In
sealed packages, not to be opened until the day of the examination, to ench
superintendent or other person appointed Lo conduct sald examinations In
the varipus counties or cities of the Btate, a suficient number of such lists.
The sseond Tusaday in April, July, and October of each year lg hereby desig-
nated for said examinations, which may be continued from day to day for
three successive days, under such rules and regulatlons as said board may
adopt; but no examination shall commence on any other day than the firet



