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THOMAS WILLIAM CHESTER MASTER, ESQ.
OfF Knole Park in Almondabury, and of The Abbey, Cirencester.

w gy
My pEAR Sig,

In collecting materials for the history of the Chesters of
Chicheley I accumulated, almost without intention, s mass of notes
concerning the other families of Chester; and I have now put together
for your acceptance what I have found about your ancestors, the Chesters
of Gloucestershire.

It was firmly believed in hoth our families n hundred and fifty years
ago that they sprung from a common ancestor, in the person of Robert
Chester, who founded a chantry at Stow-on-the-Wold in 1445 ; and this
tradition hed so much weight with your relation and predecessor, Mr.
Chester of Knole, who was for nearly thirty years the respected M.P,
for Gloucestershire, that when he married in 1736, he went out of his
way to have his marriage celebrated at Mercers’ Chapel by Mr. Anthony
Chester, who was afterwards the ninth Baronet of Chicheley. I am
afrnid, however, that the story of our common descent is one of those
family traditions which will not bear the test of historical criticism; for
it is certain that the two familics were distinet in the reign of Henry VI,
and there is no proof whatever of their common origin.

The genealogy of the Astry family, whose Arms are quartered by
the heirs of the Chesters of Knole, has cost more labour and time than
I had anticipated ; but the descent of your amcestor, Sir Samuel Astry
of Henbury, from Sir Ralph Astry, the Lord Mayor of 1493, had still
to be proved, and the connexion between the differcnt branches of Sir
Ralph's descendants has now for the first time been worked out in detail.
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It will be seen, too, from my frequent references to their genealogical
collections, how often my friends Colonel J, L. Chester, the accomplished
editor of the Registers of Westminster Abley, and Mr. G. E. Cokayne,
Lancaster Herald, have permitted me to reap the fruita of their labour
and research.

I have the honour to be, my dear Sir,
Your very faithful Servant,

Enmonp CuesTER WATERS.

& Howick Flass, Westminster,
December 1880,
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