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PREFACE.

—_—

TuEe season of preparing for Confirma-
tion, as it is a time of grave responsi-
bility, is known also by experience to be
frequently a time of much spiritual bless-
ing. Alike in parishes and in schools,
the clergy who have given the most
affectionate and most prolonged attention
to the subject use the same encourag-
ing and thankful language of this great
opportunity.

Hence any book is to be welcomed,
which has a tendency to invest this
period in the life of the young with a
more solemn interest, to {foster at the

same time the spirit of cheerful hope in
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regard to it, and to provide the mind
with thoughts that under God’s bless-
ing may be productive of solid benefit
afterwards.

The present volume seems to me to
be well worthy of this description ; and
it strikes me as being of the greater
value, because it comes to us from a
woman's hand. It is written by a
Deaconess of the Church of England.
One of the most useful duties of those
who bear that title is to give help in
preparing girls for Confirmation.

After careful reading of the book I
have been led to fix my attention, and
I seek to fix the attention of others,
upon four points in particular which it
suggests.

Stress is strongly laid here, but not
at all too strongly, on the importance of
entire self-devotion, on the absence of
all reserve in dealing with Almighty
God at the time of Confirmation. Such
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reserve, indeed, is quite useless; for
He ‘knows our thoughts long before,’
to Him *all hearts are open’ But
an absolute surrender is likewise the
secret of true happiness ; and the admini-
stration of this sacred ordinance is an
opportunity, when such a surrender is
definitely contemplated, with every help
to make it a reality.

The weightiest motive for this de-
votion of the heart is to be found in the
sense of Christ’s redeeming love, Many
questions arise in the minds of the young
at such a time, on the contemplation of
their responsible position in this mysteri-
ous world ; and such questions cannot
be avoided. But wherever true self-
knowledge is found, there is also the
consciousness of sin. The heart is thus
drawn to the Redeemer in thankful
acknowledgment of God’s free mercy :
and this result answers many questions ;
and if it does not dispose of all, it



