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PREFACE.

HE design of this work is to

give some aecount of the con-

spicions events and of some of

tiie personages conneeted with
the litevary history of England in that
wonderful Reneissance arlich took plice
i Lhe Elizabethan age, AN that the writer
has attempted is a coneise narvative of
sone of the fuets, growping them together
i o eonipaet form, with sueh veflections
s seenied to him to be just and appropri-
ate. To seewie this end he has Tnbored to
strip from Shalspere’s  biography the
wanufactwred traditions which date from
a considerable period after Shalkspere’s
death. Wherve all is conjecture let the
veader do his own guessing and strive
for the abatement of that wew Freal
called Esthetic Criticism with which some
of onr erilties «ud conomentaotors desiy-
wetke their own absurdities.

The writer has given wnusual proni-
nenee to several distingnished personages
amongst Shalkspere’s contem porarvies, no-
tably Robert Greene, Willicm Kemp anid



