LIGHTS AND SHADOWS IN
CONFEDERATE
PRISONS: A PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE, 1864-5



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649636099

Lights and Shadows in Confederate Prisons: A Personal Experience, 1864-5 by Homer B.
Sprague

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HOMER B. SPRAGUE

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS IN
CONFEDERATE
PRISONS: A PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE, 1864-5

ﬁTrieste






-
-
-
-
L]
-

Portraits of Fellow Officers in Prison

Left to mght—Top line: Capt. Coolr, Capt. Burrage
Middle line: Adyt. Gardiner, Col, Spragee, Capt. Howe

Lower lipe: Lieut. Estabrooks, Adj't Putnam
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PREFACE

Turs narrative of prison life differs from all
others that T have seen, in that it is careful to put
the best possible construction upon the treat-
ment of Union prisoners by the Confederates, and
to state and emphasize kindnesses and courtestes
received by us from them.

For the accuracy of the facts stated I am
indebled to a diary kept from day to day during
the whole of my imprisonment, and to the best
obtainablerecords.  The exact language of conver-
sations cannot of course always be remembered,
bhut I aim always to give correctly the substance.

1 am aware that the opinions [ express in regard
to Sheridan’s strategy at the Baltle of Winchester
are ot those generally entertained. But T give
reasons. His own account of the battle is sadly
impetfect. To capture but five guns and nine
battle flags at a cost of four thousand six hundred
and eighty killed and wounded, and leave almost
the entire rebel army in shape to fight two great
battles within a month, was not the programme
he had planned. Early said *‘Sheridan should
have been cashiered. ”



vi Preface

I shall be blamed more for venturing Lo question
Lincoln's policy of subjugation, He had pro-
claimed with great power and in the most unmis-
takable language in Congress that “any portion of
any people had a perfect right to throw off their
old government and establish 4 new one.’  But
now, instead of standing strietly on the defens-
ive, or attcmpring by diplomacy to settle the
conflict which had become virtually interpational,
he entersd upon a war el conguest.,

1 do nou blame him for relusing to exchange
prisoners, nor President Daviz for allowing them to
starve aud freeze.  Both were tight, of woe iy right,
Il was expediend. thay thirty, Gy, or o handred
thousand of us should perish, or be renderced
physically incapable of bearing arms agein,  The
“deep damnation of the taking off " was due not
to individual depravity but to miliLury necessity.
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