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FOREWORD

R. LLOYD GEORGE gets e grip on

those who read about him, but hix
personality is far more powerful and fascinating
to those who have known the man himself,
known him during the time his genius has been
forcing him to eminence. He does not fill the
eye as a sanctified hero should; he is too vitally
human, too affectionate, toe bitter, and he has,
moreover, springs of humor which bubble up
continually. (You cannot imagine an arch-
angel with a sense of humor.) But it is this
very mixture in the man that holds the charac-
ter student. Lloyd George is quite unpreten-
tious, loves children, will join heartily in the
chorus of a popular song, and yet there is con-
cealed behind these softer traits a stark and
desperate courage which leads him always to the
policy of make or break. He is flamingly sin-
cere, and yet no subtler statesman ever walked
the boards at Westminster. That is the man
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I have seen at close quarters for years. Is
it to be wondered at that he alternately be-
wilders, attracts, and dominates high-browed
intellectuals? Strangely enough, it is the com-
mon people who understand Lloyd George bet-
ter than the clever ones. Explain that how
you will. '

"~ I have seen David Lloyd George, present
Prime Minister of England, as the young politi-
cal free-lance fighting furicusly for unpopular
causes, fighting sometimes from sheer love of
battle. I have seen him in that same period
in moods of persuasion and appeal pleading the
cause of the inarticulate masses of the poor
with an intensity which has thrilled a placd
British audience {0 the verge of tears. Since
then I have seen him under the venomous at-
tacks of aristocrats and plutocrats in Parlia-
ment when his eyes have sparkled as he has
turned on them and hissed out to their faces
words which burned and seared them and caused
them to shake with passion. And in the midst
of this orgy of hate which encircled him I have
seenr him in his home with his twelve-year-old
blue-eyed daughter Megan curled up in his lap,
his face brimming with merriment as, with her
arm around his neck, she asserted her will in
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