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PREFACE,

In thistreatise, I would en dea.w_llur however feebly and tentatively,
to point out the order, uniformity, and sequence visihle in man, in
his development, his actions, his ideas, his belicfs, as well in the
individual, as collectively: to indicate also the same principle of
prder, sequence, and uniformite which presides over the develop-
ment of zocieties and nations,

The individwal man has his stages of development in an
invarjable suguence, his iofancy, childbood, youth, manhood,
maturity, decline, decay, and death.

Mations {man collectively) have also their analogous stages,
their rise, progress, maturity, decline, decay, and extinction.

Ther same order and seguence of development may be traced,
not only in the individual man, and in nations, but atso in all that
has growth and progress, in the arts, langoage, religion, &e.

This is a paramount law, for in the wniverse, from the larva of
the boeterfly, throogh man, to the entire cosmical system, all is
progress in order and in sequence (throogh successive stages of
development.  Preogress throagh these suceessive stages is the
order through which all things that have prowth must necessarily
move,

Thi vourse of the progress, which I weuld speak of here, 15
not, as usoally anclerseaood, PTTETESS, Lflllti'llllt"l'll_.‘ilj'l in a straight

line s it s progress io o circle, in g cirenmaeribed orlit, Starting



PREFACE.

from an initial point, it returne to the same point again, thus
completing a cycle of development®

I would thus bring into prominence this cycle of development
which is the invariable and necessary law of the progress and
growth visible in all things, in man and in nature,

In every cycle there is & rize, progress, and a culminating point,
when every development reaches {ts highest point of perfection
and Mulness, which is manifested at the perind of its existence by
the beauty and perfection which it attains to at that stage: and it
ig Mrther the inevitable law of all development, atl evolution, the
tendency of all things after having reached maturity, a cnlminating
paint, ta pursae 4 downseand conrse, e dacline, decay, and hecome
extinct.  Man and nations, ant and natare, an: eaqually sulyjesct to
thia faw,

A law of progross,of evolutien is cvilent, Tt there is also a lawy
of retrageession and dissnlutton. There 15 o tide in the life of
the individual man. as well as in that of man cn![et:tivel}'. iach
hars 1ts rize and (all, its el amd Tow, its progress and retrogression,
There isan nmlerle wdvanee and an orderly retrogression, there is
@ Tise, prosress, culinating poing aed then the necessare sequels,
decline el decar: a evele of development in all thing= A crele
i shie Iife of man bwlividoally, in the Iife of sacial man, in the
life af races of men, na,ﬁon.ﬂi, arty, 10 all animald 120, a0 the conrse
of the day, off tie voar, in everrthing, in fine, that has Hfe, growth,
andd develapment,

In the laws of evalation sl development theee ane oo siediden

leaps s eacl stage forms nstepping-stane 1o 1he et stage

*+4 Consider the evele of eperatinns Iy which the seed produces the plant, the
plant the Mower, the Aower ag
filelity of a plavetary rebit a0 &5 urigingd pmint ol Jdeparture,
Tvsnar - Firehawt and Fandubiog”

! i
i the secd, the cansal line returning with the
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! TREFA{T,

In the development of the Jaws of mature and science, sael truth
is the result of a former truth ; edach fact 15 the stepping-stone to
the solution of another fact; each thoughr iz the perm of another
thought, ‘There is thus a sequence and a continuity In all things;
one thing prows out of, or i3 evolved from, another,

T would thus claim (o the actions of man, fwdividoally and
collectively, and for the development of the phenomena ‘of the
human mind, the same law: of order, uniformity, and sequence
which belong to all parts of the material world ;. and following
that principle, which 12 the essence of all inducetion, the conviction
of the universal and permanent uniformity of natare, would alse
put in & claim for a sbwilar convietion of the existence af U
sequence of the same stages o caclical development in man as
we zee in nature; the sate stuges of rise, progress, maturity,
decling, decay, and dissolution.

I mow put forward the seven following propesitions, with their
corollaries, and then enter into a firther development of this

VIEF.



