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GENERAL DEFICIENCY BILL.

Fripay, April 6, 1900.
The subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations, having
under consideration the (General Deficiency Bill, this day met, Hon,
Joseph (3. Cannon in the chair,

NATIONAL HOME FOR DISABLED VOLUNTEER SOLDIERS. |
STATEMENT OF MAJ. J. N. BERMINGHAY, GENERAL TREASURER.

The Cramsman. (Gentlemen of the mmmittaee.! I call yvour attention
to document No. 873, being a deficiency appropriation, National Home
for Disabled Volunteer So%diers.

CEXTRAL BEANCH.

Major BerMiveHAM. For the Central Branch, for repairs, the board

recommends $3,000. The original appmgriatiun is $50,000, and we
the same experience as Colonel Steele has just detailed to you, the

risesi; rices, especially hardware, is applicable there, and we need
the A

The Cratryax. Then it is the additional price of labor and material
which makes 5,000 more necessary i

Major BerMivanay, Yes, sir,

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH.

The Cramryay. Now the Northwestern Branchi

Major BErMrxornad. We recommend a deficiency appropriation of
3;!,50!.'[. The original appropriation is $47,500, and the reason sta
there 18—

The CratrMax. The same thing?

Major BerMixonaM. Yes, sir,

The Craremax. The note says the advance in the price of coal, gas,
and water.

Major Beeminenam. You know we make a contract for the water
with the city and we make a contract for some of our gas. We of
course bought coal under contract, but all those things have gone up.
Milwaukee raised our rates on water. We draw from the city, and tEe
result is we find this $2,500 which we ssk is absolutely necessary.
Now, the next item is an addition to hospital. Congress appropriated
#2,000 for building an addition to the hospital, a di E:'Dm room,
a building of that kind, a sick-call room. Now we found, it is the
same way when we come to advertise for bids, and have got them and
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all that kind of thing, the lowest bid we got reguired at least $1.500
more. In other words, we want $3,500 for that.

BOUTHERN BREANCH.

The Crnarrman. For the Southern Branch at Hampton you ask for
$500 more there for current expenses(

Msajor BermmvaHam. Yes, sir; to meet the necessary expenses of
clerk hire, ste. .

The CrainMax. And for transportation you want 85001

Major BEemivcaaM. Yes, sir; the appropriation is insufficient.

WESTERX BRANCIH,

The Cramrmas. The Western DBranch at Leavenworth you had
#50,000, and you want 5,000 more for household

Major BermincHam. We want 10,000 more,

The CratrmMarx. Whyt

Major BermixgHaM. Conl has gone up.  We are paying $2.60 and
something a ton now,

Mr. SeweLr. We have bought conl heretofore at 81.80) and some
cents,

Mejor BErmivouas. Less than that, §1.60 I think. I know it is
75 eents or $1 a ton higher in price for conl at Leavenworth than when
we made this estimate.

The CiairMax, In other words, ns I understand vou, instead of
#50,000 for household, which includes coal, you want $60,000, as it will
take $10,000 more to pay vour hills? -

Mujor BermiNemam. Yes, sir; to pay our absolute bills.

MARION BRANCH.

The Crarrmax, At the Marion Branch for current cxpenses vou
want $1,500 more?

Major Bermixenam. The appropriation for current cxpenses is
$26,000 and it is not enough to pay for the.incrensed clerieal foree,
noncommissioned officers and others, and it is recommended to give
us §2,000 more; in other words make it $28,000,

The Cramrmaw. 1t will require $2,00: more to pay vour billst

Major Bermincam. Yes, sir.

The Cuamrmax, Now for hospital!

Major BerMixciiaM. Our hospital is the same way, for the hospital
wa rvalcommend an inerease there now of $1,475.  That is 81,000 addi-
tional.

The CrnareMan. Will it take that to pay the hills{

Major BerwninoHaM, To pay our hills. Now, carpenter and paint
shop, there is an appropriation recommended of #230. The original
appropriation was $1,000, and it is recommended that we get %250
mare.

Mr. SterLE. They say $255 here.

Major Bermixoitam. They stated originally on what I have here,
#252. Here is the bid, 1,250, which I suppose they took it from. 1
:eliwe it would be the safe thing to give us at least #500, and mnke it

1,500.
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The Cuamuax. That is for construction !

Major BErMi¥oHAM. An addition. Itisa carpenter and paint shop,
and goes in what we call a =pecial appropriation.

The Cramyax. Inother words, as it is to be constructed, if vou could
not get it for #1,250 vou vould not build ! .

Major BErsMincitay. That is it .

Mr. Sreece. We tried to have that built. Thiz memorandum here
shows exactly what the lowest bid was, and the last time we advertised
we did not get a bid at all, something that never bappened before; hut
I presume they knew what the appropriation was.

he Crairdax. The next is greenhouse. where you submit an esti-
mate of $5M. which, as the note zays. is owing to the advance in the
cost of material. You can not build it for #2500/

Major Brermixemam. No, sir: we could not get a bid anywhere
near it

The Cuasirmax, The next is for nurses’ quarters, 2500,

Major BErMINGHAM. Nurses' quarters there is the very same iden-
tical reason. the building was to cost $4,000 and will cost $4.500.

The Cnamryax. And yvou simply ean not build on account of the
increase!

Major BEraincuan, Yes, sir.

Mr. SteeLe. The lowest bid was 250 ahove in September.

Major Bermixcuam. The electric-light building appropriation orig-
inally was £4,000, and now we recotmnmend an addition to that be wade,
$5,028.36.  In other words. the thing is going to cost nearly double.

The Caamvax. That is £5.000 more in round numbers,

Major BermiscuaM. Making it 30,023, 96,

The Cuatrsax. That was the one you advertised a second time,

Major Bermixanas, Yes, sir,

The CuamMax, And that was the lowest!

Major Beryrveran, Yes, sir; $0.020.56.

Mr. Steere. I think we ought to have $7,000.

The Cuatrmay. The next is for surgeons’ quarters.

Major BEmmmkcnanm. The original appropriation was 56.000, and it
15 recommended we got #30.55. In OSIN' words, the bids received
for thise surgeons” quarters, the first bid we received was $6,505.48
:Ill'ld the last bid we reecived of #6,930.585 was the lowest bid we received

€n.

The CHateax, And vou made this estinmte upon the lowest bid?

Major Bervixunan. Yes, sir

The CrarrMax. Addition to electric-light plant {

Mazjor BerminouaM. The original appropriation for that was $5,000.
Now the lowest bid we received was 89,831,235,

The Cruairman. Let me ask vou, does that make your foundation
for the dynamos and everything complete?

Major Bermixenam, Yes, sir; including everything.

The Cramyan. So when you expend this money you have got your
electrie-light plant finished !

Major BerMikcuam. That is the idea. If you will allow me I will
reconimend you give us round numbers if you please.

Mr. SeweLL. Say make it 85,000 additional.

The Cuaigmas. Instead of #4361, T am agreeable if the gentlemen
are. In other words, it ought to be finished, and if there is $300 or
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$400 or $500 difference, if you had that much to play on it is not
too much. :

Mujor BErmixouam. Now there is one item which is not in there
which should be in the household at the Marion Branch. It follows
immediately after current expenses, The nriiinal appropriation there
is 20,000, but we found thut it is not enough and there is a recom-
mendation heve for it—§800 more.

The Cnatrmax. Does it require that to pay your bills?

Major BErRMiNoHAM. Yes, air.

The Cuareman. [s that all!

Major Bermixguam. That is all.

KOTICE TO COXNTRACTORS,

Namoxan Miurary Hosg, Graxt Covxty, Ixp,
rectaurer’ s Offive, Seplenler 4, 1899,
Bealed proposals will be received at this office until noon Beptenher 21, 1899, for
carpenter aad paint ehop, electric-light building, greenhonee, nurses” quarters, sur-
geone' quarters, addition to electric-light plant, including boiler, engine, and dynsmo,
ale.

All material and labor to he furnished by contractor. Plans, specifications, and
ingtructions to bidders, ete., can e examined at the freasurer's office.
The right is reserved to reject any or all propoeals or to waive any informalities
therein. :
Envelopes containing proposals should be indomsed, " Proposals for carpenter and
peint shop," ete., &8 the case may be, and addressed to the undersi .rpe

Bids must be accompanied by certified check, payable to the undersigned treas-
urer, for at least 5 per cent of the amount thereof, which check will be forfeited 1o
the National Home for Disahled Volunteer Boldiers in case the successful bidder
refuses or falls to enter into contract as requirsd; otherwise to be returned to the

bidder.
H. 0. Heicnert, Treasurer.
Approved.
Juerin H. CHarMAN, Governor,
Statement showing lowest bidd on work, as per attached circulare, opened Seplember 21, 1898,

Amoant 11»1“!&”’}"““" Total

B ves, adver-| amount |Deficleney.
[ Eheetvel lising, vte, | required,

Carpenter and paint shop f000.00 | §,20.0 0.9 | 1,550 b, 91
Electrie-llght balldlng 4,000,001 R W TR i, By 0. =420 B, 2425
Greenhionss ..oowiees 2, 5000, 00 | L, 485, O 1,402, 2 3. TaT. 25 1,36
Normes” qoariers. ..., 4,000, 00 4,250, 00 108, kY A, =, B9 S w0
F-lgra-onn'qwtcﬂ ............. 0,000, 00 |6, 00, 0 T, 44 i, 5. 45 GG, 45
Addition to electric-light plant .. B000.00 | #6900 LA RTODES | B TOMAS
Total AeALIELY . cvrnrmsrrarmmrmrres|ssrnnnnns || 2 ‘ ............ 11, 873,81

1 Dioizn mot fnvclode hesting and shelving.
HOTICE TO CONTRACTORS,

Narioxar Miurrary Howe, Graxt Corsry, Ixn.,
Treasurer's Oyfier, December 12, 18939,
Bealed proposal t*nil!ll be rﬁel;:.’lﬂﬂ l%liﬁ{l]licﬁ until nhom December 27, 1889, for
carpenter paint shop, elect t ing, nionge, nurss’ quarters, sur-
geona’ quarter, addition toelect rﬁ“lfll;ﬂ. plant, including boiler, l'ugine,qmddyﬂlmn,
et

All material and labor to be fornished by contractor. FPlans, specifications, and
instructions to bidders, efc., can he examined at the treasurer's office.
thrh? right is reserved to reject any or all proposals or to waive any informalities
rein.
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proposals u]mu.l:l be indorsed, "Pmpoal.ln for carpenters and
p»a\int nhop." w:. case may be, and addressed to th sl
nmﬁﬂﬂ , 000 must be accompanied by a -:artiﬁ check, payable
treasurer, for at least 5 per cemt of the amount tlwreof, which
check will be forfeited to the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers in case
Lt;a snccessful bidder refuses or fails to enter into contract as required; otherwise to

to the bidder.
‘H. 0. HEicrert, Trensurer.
Approved,

Jueriy H. CrRAPMAN, Governor.

Statemend ghowing lowest bid on work, as per cilached cireular, opened December 27, 1888,

Amonnt [Archilieat's| Tow i
mm‘ﬁﬂh miver smount |Deficlency.
nled. - :hhu en: e alred.

Carpenter and paint ahop 1,000 00 | ¥, 250,00 $£2.00 | ¥ 2600 FESE. 00
Tﬂaewﬁ'-l-h:ht g:lldlnlm 4, 00000 | V4 435,00 SPA. 35 9,0035.38 5,028, 38
Gireen 2, B, O o bid, | TL 300 | & 7870 1,24,
Nurnar 4,000.00 | 4.BTLO0 UL [ 448015 | - 48016
?&-}I‘O quarters 6,000,00 | 6, 7E2,00 178,65 | 6 930,85 a0, B
ﬂauloeim‘tdn—l!thlplanl... veas| o DOO, K 9,22 00 o o, 531, 25 4, 63126
TOUML EBERICE + v eeeeeeeean|eeesaneamnaa|eeseanranans i ........................ 12,6181

1 Does mot {neivde cost of foundation b-u'l nes, nnd dynamos,

281 =50 of this amonnt ix estimate for l!.ug and s !I.ring

Tuurepay, May 10, 1900.
CONTINGENT EXPENSES,
TREABURY DEPARTMENT.

BTATEMENT OF MR THEODORE F. SWAYZE, CHIEF CLERK OF
TREASURY DEFARTMENT.

The Cramman. You bhad for file holders this year the ordinary

ppropriation of $2,000, and you submit for the purchase of file

ﬂiera and file cases H-

Mr. Swarzz. Yes, sir.

The Chairman. And then you submit to pay nmount found due by
the accounting officers of the Trensury on secount of th ropria-
tion of contingent expenses, Treasury Department: File holg ers and
easea, for the fiscal year 1900, $1,%97.78. Has that $1,997.78 heen

nded—has that deficiency been made?
r. Swavze. That is the amount that has heen expended and passed
upon by the accounting officers.
é'numnn How could you expend it without an appropriation

Mr. S8wayze. I really do not know. There have been calls that
have been imperative upon us,and I presume the purchases have been
made and referred to the accounting officers for settlement.

The Cratrman, Still, I do not understand how it can be done, Tt
seems to me, no money, no file holders.

Mr, Swarze. We sometimes do this in order to keep the business
going, Wesay to a bureau officer, ** we bave no money and we can
not purchase these articles,” and the man will say, T will furnish you
with theae articles and take my chances; I wil furnish them subject
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toan ap;impriaﬁun to be made hy Congress,and if no appropriation
in made I do not get my money.”

The Cratrmar. I doubt even the power to do that; Iam not sayin
about this particular matter as to how necessary it may have heen; 05
course I do not know, but 1 should doobt——

Mr. Swavze. 1 doubt the propriety of it myself.

The Cratrsar. Here is an appropriation of $2,000, and your esti-
mate was only $3,000, and here is an expénditure of 4,000, twice
what the appropriation was, a thousand more than your estimate, and
then you come in with another estimate to purchase file holders and
file cases, $5,000 outside of all that,

Mr, Swavze. [ find this memorandum made up by Mr. Hills befora
he went away:

Estimate $6,997.98, of which $1,997 88 are asked to meet claimes covering expenses
incurred, which were evrentially necessary; §4,500 of the halance are for the purchase
of the index filing cares to be ueed in the offive of the Auwditor for the Interior Depart-
ment, therchy enperseling expensive books, which will result in eimplifying the
work sl reducing materiall t%?; expenses In connection therewith, ilmlucfing cler-
ical hire. The remaining $1,500, Inﬁ.‘killl.: the 85,000, have already Deen anticipated
in part in making purchases which were necessary, and the remainder was s,l.qull::e!y

uired for the sccommuodation of the Department until June 80 next."”

is 3,500 makes o complete set of cand indexes for the pension division, office of
the Auditor for the Interior.  The cost of the hooks, a= estimated by the Government
Printer, is eight thonsand and =ome hundred dollars.  Those hooks last ten vears,
Theee casen of canl indexes, which eoet 83,500, will last twenty yesrs, and that is
£3,600 aa against about $17,000,

Mr. Vax Yoorms, How long has this card index been in usef

Mr. Swavze, Weare just putting it in use for the pension division,
They have heen using these very large books, and the record which
we make on the books is made now on the individual card. Now you

to the box and take out the card instead of using these immense
ook,

The Crairmax. That is all you know about it, is it 4

Mr. Swayze. Yes, sir.

The Cnaremay. The next item is for the purchase of hoxes, book
rests, chairs, chair caning, chair covers, ete.——

Mr. Swayze. That is the miscellaneous item, the lnst clause of the
contingent expense, and covers a whole numher of things,
he']]_‘he (iﬁu.tmu.w. You bad 7,000, and this is the only deficieney, I

eve

Mr. Swayze. This amount will be required to meet obligations
already contracted for and articles which must be purchased.

The Cnameman. Who has charge of this? I understand you have
general charget

Mr. Swavze. Mr. Hills has generul charge. These things are all
covered hy requisitions, taking that which hasnot been expended which
we are holding up awaiting appropriation.

The Ciareyan. That is $8,500 this year as against #10,000 last yeard
The next is to pay amounts found due by the accounting officers of the
Treasury on pecount of the appropriation, * Contingent expenses,
Treasury Department: Furniture,” ete., for the fiscal year 1900,
$037.75. That is that much more?

Mr. Swavze. Which item is that, Mr. Cannont

The Cnairman. To pay amounts found due by the accounting offi-
cers of the Treasury; that is the same thing?

Mr. Swavze. That is the same thing.
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) Thie CHameMay. How was that expended; do you know for what
item

Mr. Swavze. No; I did not look these items up, but I can tell you
generally they are for desks and file cases, The force you know has
been largely Increased-—the temporary force that has heen provided.

The Cratrmax. This is one of those loose contricets; no appropria-
tions, no pay{

Mr. Swavze. Contingent expenses Trensury DePartment: Furniture,
ete.. 1900, estimate $2,437.75, of which B437.75 constitutes claims
covering items which were actuaily necessary for the transaction of
business. The remainder of the estimate will be required to meet
demands which have alveady been made upon the office, and to be
made between this period and June 30 next. As I sy, we are
holding up a good many requisitions which we deem absolutely neces-
gary to be furnished, and that is what we base this estimate upon.

he CHatrvan. For washing and hemming towels, ete., you sub-
mit an estimate of $500.

Mr. Swayze. That is that omnibus elause which ineludes other and
absolutely necessary articles, ;

The ChameMax. The next item is for the purchase of registering
accountants, numhel'in% machines, and other machines of a similar
character, and repairs thereto, $1,000.  Your estimate was $2,000 and
you bad $2,000. What is the condition of that!?

Mr. Swayze. The estimate is $1,022.20, of which $22.20 covers
gettled claims for repairs of numbering machines, and $1,000 are to
cover machines now in use of the office of the Auditor for the Treas-
ury Department, on trial; and as they bave proven entirely satisfac-
tory the Auditor is very anxious that they should be purchased by
the Department,

The Cralumay. You ean purchase them out of your next year’s
mppropriation.

AMr. Swayze. Yes. Now there is one item, contingent expenses of
Treasury, for newaan 18, ete., 1800, an estimate of #151.35

The Ciatesan. Where is that

My, Swarze., That is commencement of contingent expenses; £51.35
of that covers claims settled for articles delivered, which were impera-
tive to the proper transaction of the business of the Department,
There are unsettled expenditures which will require nearly if not
quite all of the remaining $100,

FURNITURE FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

The Cuatrman. For furniture and repairs of same for public huild-
ingﬂ. wa!{m; ou had %225, 5600, which was Yyour estimate. How does
this l;laﬁmency appent Why is the additional appropriation neces-
sary

Mr, Bwayze. Well, we made an estimate on the publie buildin
that the architect reported would be completed and furnished this
year——

The Crairmaw, Yes; and we gave you that,

Mr. Swavze. And we have nn%: contracts for St. Paul, Kansas City,
and Norfolk, which we did not include, and, of course, that exhausted
the appropriations; it takes out 25,000 that we did not estimate for,
and to get through we will need that much more.



