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PREFACE

Taz undersigned have united to issue the second German
and seventh English edition of Tor Psyomonoay oF CHITD-
moon, ‘The earlier text has been submitied to a thorough
revigion, while the German author hag added to the work
& serica of new paragraphs and a sceventh chapter, These
enlargements deal prineipally with abnormal mental con-
ditions in child life. The fandamental importanee of child-
psychology for the teacher is now no longer a matter of
dispnte among those best qualified to judge. The psycho-
pathology of childhood is almost equally important. In
this book the simple or elementary disorders of the child's
pavehic life are described in close conneetion with the cor-
responding normal conditions; while the complicated dis-
ovders, or “psychopathies,” are treated by themselves in
the newly added seventh chapter. Tt was the intention of
the anthors to issue the German and English editions simul-
tanconusly ; but on account of the illmess of the English
anthor the publication of the English edition has been de-
layed until now. The German edition was published early
in 1908,

FREDERICK TRACY,
TomowTo, CANADA.

JOSEPH STIMTTL,
Bamprnc, GERMANT.
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INTRODUCTION

TrE comparative method of study has commended itself
to all the sciences in modern times by its fertility in results,
and i now being employed extensively in two principal
directioms: wiz., the analogical and the pgenetical. The
philologist, for example, compares his own language, on the
one hand with other langnages (in the search for analogies),
and on the other avails himself of all manuscripts, inserip-
tions, ete, which show him his language in its earliest
stages, and help him to determine by the operation of what
causes, and according to what laws, it has developed from
its original crude and inefficient stafe to its presemt pol-
ished and complicated couditiou. And similarly with other
geiences. In the case of psychology the application of the
comparative method haz led the investigator to the obser-
vation of mental manifestations in the lower animals; in
human beings of morbid or defective mental life, such as
the ineane, the idiotie, the blind, deaf and dumb; in peoples
of different types of eulture, ancient and modern, savage
and civilized ; and finally to the study of the mental life in
the early stages of its development in the child. Buach
study has already yielded waluable results, not only for
psychology itself (which now finds itself in possession of
that genetic point of view which has proved so valuable in
other seiences), but most of all for pedagogy, whose very
business it is to facilitate the healthy unfolding of that life
whose early stages we here seek to understand.
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viii THE PRVOHOLOGY OF CHILDEOOD

‘When we compare the young child with the young animal,
we canool fail to be struck by the apparent superiority of
the latter over the former, at the beginning of life. The
human infant, for example, requires weeks to attzin the
power of holding his head in equilibrinm, while the young
chicken runs about and picks up grains of wheat hefore
the first day of his life is over. This, however, carefully
considered, iz a token rather of the superiority than of the
inferiority of the human being, and has most important
bearings npon the entire Iife of the individual, as well a3
upon the character of human soeiely. The higher you as-
cend in the scale of being, the more varied and complex is
the environment in which the individual moves, and to
which he must adapt himself. This adaptation reguaires, on
the physiclogical side, a cerebral and pervous development,
and on the psyehic side a mental growth, for which time is
an absolote necessity. Animals go on all their lives, doing
the same simple things, which require a minimum of mental
activity, and which, by dint of constant repetition, produce
physiological adjustments that become at length hereditary ;
g0 that phenomena which seem to the casual observer the
index of an astonishing degree of mental advancement—
such as the “zcampering” of young chicks on a certain
peculiar eall of the mother — are really at buttom little more
than the response of an organism, adjusted by heredity, to
the action of an external stimulns.

The longer and more arduouns the journey, the more time
ig required for preparation; the more complicated the art to
be acquired, the more extended is the period of apprentice-
ship. 8o the ehild, having an infinitely grander life hefore
him, and infinitely more exalted, complicated and diffieult
operations to perforra — mental, moral and physical — re-
quires a longer period of tutelage than the chicken, which
on the first day of his life seratches and pecks, and to the



