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2 INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

It has been thought by several friends that a
little work like that which follows would be ac-
ceptable, and of gome unge. The plan iz wery
simple, and will be recognized at a glance. For
cach of the days, trom Ash-Wednesday to Essier
Even, a few thoughts are offered, such as might

not otherwise come to mind, to assist the spirit-

nal exercises of this sacred sesson, both by giving
& epecial theme and perhape ineressed freshness
to private devotion, and by connecting the closct
with ordinary life,

To those whe are familiar with the prineiplea
and history of Church-worship it will hardly be
necessary to say that each daily portion, incud-
ing something of Holy Beripture, meditation,
hymn, and prayer, bears an snalogy to our litur-
gical appointments, and i & kind of faint reflection

in miniature of the order of Divine Service,
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In order to meet a¢ many personal tastes and
ghades of sentiment ss possible, variety has been
consulted as regpects style and subjects, due
regard being had to truth of doetrine. A con-
piderable part of the pages is original. Most
of the Collects are taken from English sources,
though many of them are traceablsa to a more
Esstern origin,. Among the names of foreign
suthore from whose writingy extracts have heen
made are thoss of Vaughan and Newman, Liddon
and BEobertson, Pusey and Tenac Willisms, Avrillon
snd Bchauffler, Krummacher and Stopford Brooke,
Gonlburn and Faber, Ken and Xeble, Bonar and
Dora Greenwell.

The book hae been prepared with interest. It
ig sent out without pretension, and with the hope
that, being received into friendly hands, it may
mske some hearte etronger and some lives more
like the life of our Lord.

BYRACDEE,
Fegel qf the Oomeersion of 8. Fhnl,

F.D. H.
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Bet your affsction on things above, not oo things on the
earth. For ye are dead and yoor lifs s hid with Cheist in
G,

That thog appesr not optoe men to fast, hot onts thy
Father which is in sccrel: and thy Father, which seeth in
pacyat ghall reward thea openly.

To sppeint unto them that moum in Hon, to give unto
them beanty for aghes, the oil #f joy for mourming, the gar
ment of praisa for the splrit of heaviness; that they might be
called trees of righteousnens, the plaating of the Lord, thai He
might be glorified.

W are not to look on this appointment of a
penitential season as an arrangement of our own.
It is rather a sacred part of that divinely ordained
system of spiritual ministries by which the Lord
quickens the consciences snd trains the holy life of
Hia children. Traces of auch a solemnity of forty
days’ continuance are found all along throngh the
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earlier and later ages of Revelstion. We know
that it was the diseipline of prophets, the reveren-
tial school of esints who lived wonderfully near to
God. Entering once more upon it we bhave not
to contrive & scheme of self-improvement withont
the guidance of the Spirit and the Bride. He
who hallowed Lent by the Great Fast on the thresh-
old of His mediatorial work for sinful souls
passes into thia siill retirement with us. All these
coming days and nights He will be onr witness and
our compenion. The gincerity or formality of our
special obeervances will be known to Tfim. Oar
gelf-deniale He will ghure. The vows we mske
will be recorded in His hook of remembrance. As
the Gospel for last Bunday told ns, % Jeans of Naz-
areth passeth by.” The ery of our blindness and
our weakness will not nead to travel far to reach
His ear, nor will He ever rebuke it, either for its
ignorance or its importunity. It is with Him we
are to walk sll the way going up to Jerusalem.
There iz one kind of snffering which we are not
gimply to sccept and bear; we are to ordain the
pain for ourselves, to go after it, to pray that it
may be made keener than it in. This ia penitence.
If we do not kmow what that eorrow is, we are so
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muach farther from true peace. It is becanse we
have been living only on the surface of life, un-
mindfal of its deeper realities, not seeing its grander
glories. Both Christ snd Hie forerunner, when
they began to presch the Gospel of the Kingdom
to the world, nttered one pharp, piercing call:
“Repent!” They did not always go into minute
specifications of every shade of sin, for they knew
that they had for a witness a conscience in every
bresst, each heart koowing its own plague. They
knew that there ie alwaye one comprehensive
inignity lodged farther in and spreading wider
than any particnlar offence,—the ¢in of separation
from (God. In crder to hate that the more heartily
we must see it as it is, think sbout i, study its
nature snd workings, disentsngle its sophistries
and delusions, and sppreciste the wretched comfort
it gives to the adversary, Ashes must be sprinkled
first before the ngliness in us can be changed to
spiritnal besuty. How -significant the image is!
Ashes are what is laft when the fire is burnt out.
They are bitter; worse than tasteless. They are
They are the sign of humiliation. No gar-
ment of praise can be put on till this apirit of
heaviness has first wrapped its seckcloth sbout ua



