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THE BIRTH FROM ABOVE.

INTRODUCTORY.

'HE phrasa * New Birth " is one with which
the reader is doubtless familiar; for the
subject to which it relates is one of the most
important with which the Gospel deals, one
that from the days of the Infant Church has
called forth inpumernble treatises and sermons,
and consequently ome upon which Christian
conversation is very apt to turn. It was, then,
both matural and desitable that this subject
should be discussed in the sevies of manuals to
which this little book belongs, and it in the
writer's hope and prayer that what follows may
be found useful by all who favor him with their
attention. '
It will no doubt be asked by some, ** Why
was not this manual entitled The New Birth2™
The answer is, because The Birth from Above
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was considered a more comprehensive and sug-
gestive title. We have no quarrel with the
phrase “ New Birth,” but we are satisfied that
the one we shall substitute for it deserves the
preference. In the Seriptural passage most
often cited in connection with the sulject of
which we are to treat, it has the sanction of the
original, as the marginal reading, both in the
Common Version and in ithe Revision, bears
witnesa; and we feel that uwpon due reflee-
tion our choice of a title will commend itzelf
to all. Thus the Greek word rendered again
in the Common Version and enew in the Re-
vision, may, with egual correctness, be rendered
Jrom above! The reader will perceive, then,
that to say & man muost be * born from above,”
if he would * see,” or *enter into,” the King-
dom of God, means, not only that he must be
born again or anew, but that, as our Lord
teaches, his re-birth involves heavenly agencies,
or the operations of the Holy Spirit.

1 John iii. 8, 7.
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I. — CarisT A¥D NICODEMUTS. — A STARTLING
DECLARATION.

Let us turn to one of the most impressive and
fruitful chapters in the Evangelical Narratives,
. — that recording the conversation of our Lord
with Nicodemus the Pharizee, *a ruler of the
Jews,” that ia to say, a member of the Sanhe-
drim, or High Council of the Jewish nation.! It
ig’ night, an hour that the Pharisee may have
chosen, not merely for prudential reasons, but
also becanse it offers the most favorable oppor-
tanity for an interview with the ¢ Teacher”™
whom be believes to have * come from God,”
The labors, heat, and turmoil of the day are
over, and amid the ensuing calm and silence,
80 grateful to meditation, the body allows the
soul to enjoy its sovereignty undisturbed. So,
seated by the Master, a little apart, we may
believe, from the disciples, Nicodemus opens a
conversation that is to be handed down by Saint
John through all succeeding time. Never has
Nicodemus been so stirred ; never has the sol-
emn night awakened within him such searching
questions ; never has he been so mightily

1 John iii. I-21,



