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GRACE TRIUMPHANT.

A Sacerep

P O E M,
In Nine DIALOGUES,

Wherein the wimoft Power of

NATURE, REASON, VIRTUE,

AND THE ®

LIBERTY of the HUMAN WILL,

To adminifter ComrorT to the awakened Sunnsr.
are impartially weighed and confidered;

A MD

The Whole fubmitted tw the ferious and mndtd P -
rufal of the Reverend Dr. Mowel of Oxford: the 5
verend Dr. Adems of Shrewfbury: and the Ayf :_'

By PHILANTHROPOS. <{""?'].-:-;'
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For a fmall moment have I forfaken thee ; hl with great mercies wiil
I guiher thee. [In a JHitle wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment;

bl with everlafling kindnefi will I have mercy on thee, farth the Lord thy
. Redesmer. Ifsiah, liv. 7,8,

BIRMINGHAM:

Prinrtsp forthe A UTH O R.
MDCCLXX.
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To the Rev. Mr. John Ryland of Northampten.

‘Reverend Sir, :
HE care, fkill, and unwearied ardour with
which you purfue that great, and impor-
tant employment, the Education of Youth, in-
duce you to attend to every method of inftrue-
tion, and carefully to explore every way of ac-
cefs to the human Mind.

It is therefore the higheft Reafon, and moit
happy Difcernment, that determines you, while
you are purfuing the cultivation and improve-
ment of thofe noble intelligent Powers of the
Soul, the Reafon, Underftanding, and Judg-
ment, not to negle@ the Imagination and Fan-
cy; thofe loofe and lower faculties of the Mind:
for well you know, that if thefe unfettled Ro-
vers, are not provided for, they are fure to
feek out for themfelves, and will moft certainly
i:j.tmcluqc {uch a profufion of all kinds of vani-
ty, as will engage the whole attention of the
Mind; and in .thc end, run away with the

nobler intelle@ual Powers; while they uttcrl].r'
A defeat
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defeat the moft judicious, and beft contrived
fyltem of Education,

Thefe vagrant Powers of the Mind, in their
natural, wild, and unculuvated ftate, are de-
plorably fubverfive of every good, and advan-
tageous purfuit; yet when they are well diret-
ed, and properly employed ; are the foundation
of every improvement, they are the very ground-
work, and materials which form every fine ac-
complithment our nature is capable of acquir-

- ing.

Happy then, and molt exquifitely adapted to
the great purpole it purfues, is the management
of that Tutor, who makes ufe of fuch forms
of inftrudtion as catch thefe wanton Wanderers
unawates ; infenfibly enlift them in the [ervice
offcience; and bring themin, as auxiliary Forces,
in the caule of Virtue, and Religion.

Thefe confiderations determined me to hu-
mour my inclination fo far, as to make you a
prefent of this litle Piece, in which the moft
interelting, and important of all {ubjedls, The

Work
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Work of God upon the Heart, is attempted in
fuch a manner, as not to be unpleafing to the
imagindtion. And when I further confider that
this fubjedt is the dailing of your foul, and
nothing delights you fo much, as to hear of
the Triumphs of all-conquering Grace, and the
Beauties, and Glories of our Incarnate God; I
am not without hopes, that the fubjeét will
plead fome excufe for the attempt, and you
will approve the defign, though you wifh it
had been executed by an abler pen.

I moft fincerely deplore the lofs which this
undertaking has [uftained by the death of the
Iate Reverend, learned, and pious Mr. Hervey,
who approved the plan, and had promifed to
revife and corre@ the work, Atthe fame time
I, with gratitude, recollelt the favourable re-
gard you had for it in its infantftate, when
you took the Manufcript with youon a vifit to
that Gentleman, and by yourinterefl with him,
procured the Enrichment of his Remarks, and
Corre&tions fo far as it was then finifhed, and
his promife for the refl.
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I therefore am encouraged to hope, that your
goodnels will excule the liberty I take, of put-
ting my little Volume into your hands: and
I gladly lay hold on this opportunity of pub-
lifhing to the World, the f{hare I have in your
friendfhip and efteem ; of withing you the moft
ample fuccefs in every branch of the two great
Chara&ers you fo manifeftly adorn ; and telti-
fying the Senfe I have of the many Obligations
you have laid upon,

Dear Sir,
: " Your moft obedient
Humble Servant

PHILANTHROPOS.



"PREVFACE

HE Author of the following Poem was -
once a flrenuous advocate for the Dignity,

- and Purity of human Nature ; and expedled to
obtain the Divine Favour, by a conformity to
the rules of Natural Religion; but being brought -
under fome long and very fevere exercifes of the
mind, and being in a wonderful, and gracious
manner brought to the knowledge of Chrift,
and the joys of his Salvation ; he thinks it his
duty to give fome account of thefe things, and
to bear his tellimony to the glorious Truths
of that Gofpel, which once was his averfion;
but now the delight, and joy of his Soul. As
he delights in poetical produftions, he hath at-
tempted the {ubjed in rhime: and being ad-
vifed to publifh it by fome perfons of know-
ledge and experience in the ways of God ; he
fends it into the World, not wholly without
hopes, thatit may be made ufeful to perfons of
fimilar experiences with his own; and be a
means of adminiftering comfort to the dejedted
Soul.” And if, in the hands of the Great Re
deemer, it is condufive to {o happy an end, he
will neither repent the pains he hath taken in
writing it, nor regard the cenfures that fall
upon him from the proud and felf-fufficient
part of Mankind. The Reader will foon per-
ceive, that the fubjedt hath been treated of by
abler hands, and in a2 more copious, judicious,

and



