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PREFACE

Tins book is one of opportunism. Tt alm is to present an
ontline pietare of the sitoation recarding concentration of
industry in the United States, and to snggest a way to pgain
its economic advantages and ab the same time to guand the
interests of the pnblic. The book is written because this is
the most pressing problem now before the people and before
Congress and sinte legisintures. Wo other preblem is likely
to have so large discnssion in the political eampaicn now
waging. If this book bas the good fute {o assist in the e
of enlichtenment, veason, fair play, wutcal consuleration, and
tolaration, and thus advance the solution of the peoblem, the
author will have been repaid many fold for his labor in its
preparation.

The scope of the treatment does net include the publie
ufilities. They are only considered in so Far as their develop-
menk and control throw light upon the other indostries,

The reader whe 1s familiar with trust literature will recog-
nize the influence of Ely's “Monopelies and Trusts,” Jenks's
#The Trust Problem,” von Halle's “ Trusts or Indastrial (om-
binations of the Tnited Btates,” Ripley’s “ Trosts, Pools, and
Corporations,” Montagee’s @ Trasts of Today,” Nolan's Com-
binafions, Trusts, and Monopolies,” Collier’s 5 Trasts,” Wyiwan's
“Control of the Market,” and Muacrosty’s #Trust Movement
in British Industry.”

Aside from these stzndard works, the most important sonrees
of information in presenting a pieture of the situation as it is
at the present time are the special reports on manofactures
in 1903 by the Census Oflice, reports of the Commissioner of
Corporations upon-Standard O, tobaeeo, steel, beef, Tnmber, and
water powers, and the hearings and reports before the com.
mitkees of the Bixtyaecond Congress. Hapecially important
in this connection have been the hearings before the United
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Btates Senate Interstate Commeree Committes, the report of
Me, Hardick for the special Committee of the Honse of Rep-
resentalives to investigite the Sugar Refining Industry, and
the reports of the Howss Comioiteee of Investication for the
Uniitiesl States Stec] Corpovation,

Further, I lwl the opportunity bo see the manuscript of a
boole now published by D, Charles BeCarthy, wpon % The Wis.
consin ldea,” from which I bhave taken material concerning
the situation in that state.  Professor T. K. Urdald has pre-
pared for insertion a snmmary peecunt of the steel combina-
tioms of Germany,  Peofessor Richard 1. Fly and Professor
Urdahl bave kindly read the manuseript and made many
sngeestions of value o me,  Preofessor . A, Gilmore has done
the same for the chapter upon the aw regarding cobperation.
Tothese men [ am especially indebeed.  Also 1 have had many
valuahle suggestiong from other members of the staff of the
University of Wisconsin in the departments of political science,
political econemy, histery, and sociology,  Finally, a number of
the students in that nniversity, under the direction of 3r. W. L
King, have given me important assistance in looking up
decigions and summarizing material glong speeial lines; these
are & A, Barrett, W. K. DBraaseh, Harlow Brown, F. A,
Buechel, W, B, Puanin, W, H, Dutt, J. 5. Jesiassen, J. C.
Iritelafl, Folin Sclunidt, B A Weir, E E. Witte,

No one hes a keener realization than the author of the
imperfectionz of the volome, but sinee the policies of the
nation concerning concentration ave now nnder considerstion
by the people, prowptness in publication seems to be more
important than eompleteness of statement.  In preparing the
boale, it has been the purpose to put in a small velume the
information which 18 essential to reach a sound conclusion
regarding the handling of the great problem of eoncentrations
of induostry, both in the way of legislation and administration,
Following a statewent of facts, the conelusions of the anthor
are given in thesa matters, and it is hoped that these may
appeal fo the jedgment of the reader. However, even if the
concinsiong are not followed in all respeects, it is still hoped
that the snmmary of facts bearing on the problem of concen-
tration may be helpfol
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The material pulilished in the magnzines and newspapers,
even much of the ;;t!stiumn}' efore the vommmittees of Conoress,
shows a Inmentable lack of comprehension of the facts in-
volved in concentration of industey, Wt o many cases con-
elugions are presented withont taling ince pecount more than
a very small part of the facts. It is hoped that a beied and
clear presentation of the more important factors of the problemn
may help in leading to Iogieal thinking, and thus assist i
reaching a eonsensus of opinion whieh way finally result o
sound remedial legislation.

CHANRLER H, VAN II=E.

Tne Usivensity oF WIiscoxsix,
April, 1913,



