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To Fames Swmith, Esg.

DEAR SIR,

It wy humble cfforts to attain & position in the early
literature of Victoria, it has been my good fortune to obtain the
friendly counsel and encourppement of zome of her best citizens;
among these [ mmay rank yourself, for wpem no occasion have I
appealed to you in vain for that help which has been so beneficial
in somewhal smoolhing the munbers of my wveme. It is, ther, =
source of the greatest plensure to me that the publication of this
work gives me the honor of dedicating to the poet and scholar the

following productions.

-

Wishing that yoo may long live to tender to others that literary

aid which hes always been gratefully accepted by me,

1 hep bo remain,

Ever your obliped and cbediznt servani,

THE AUTHOR.
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THE MUTE.






USE of the hours—nay, minutes—that I steal
From the lone nights, woo from the o’ercharged brain |
This mental tﬂtl.lﬂl}, mirrored from the real -
Belongingg at' the past, g0 that nor vain
Somewhat may Tive amid ; counh;jr*s weal;
E'en as th' weﬂifnatche;i dan-:e in life’s meridian
Surveys with all that zﬁeﬁ’.ry v.ékes to feal
The portrait u.f‘ hér maiden bloom 1::;ng ta'en,
Then, M:ase, a.a-sert- thi.r p-;:rwer and reveal
Thy votary's creation ii; ll.1is- vein;
Rude the' it be, the Eubje& may appeal |
To better j'udg:ﬁcnts, Ia.nd this i
With such may b.r.-*.lathe Whien T lowly lain,

Bz



