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FREFACE,

—

Tar following pages have appearad from week
to week doring the past twelve months in the Local
Notes and Queries column of tha Shaffiald £ Hotherham
Independent. The serlier years eve copied in fall, as
well as the memoranda of general interest, but there
was 80 much semeness ehont many of the entries,
oocurring year after year, thet I contented myself
with exiracting cnly what seemed the more lnstruc-
tive or the more curions items. The notes illus-
trative of the sntries might with advantags have
been largely extended, but I had to deny myself the
plessure of the resesrch thet would have been in-
volved. I am under great obligations to the Town
Trustees, and to Masars, Vickers & Son, their elarks,
for granting me the use of this moat interesting
volume ; to Mr. B. Bambawe, for assistence in
decyphering some of the old writing, and to DMr.
Alfred Secott Gatty, for notes from the Sheffield
Court Eolls.

J. D, LyipER.

Shefield, Auguat 1us, 1879,






THE ACCOUNTE OF THE BURGERY OF
BHEFFIELLD.

Br the courtesy of the Town Trustees,
I was permitted several years nge to make
coplons extracts from the oldest mocount book
in possesgion of the Trust, a volume of great
interest, and covering m pericd from 1566 to
1707. The reanlt of the mvestigations inte this
volome will appear in the following pages,
wthar with notss explanet of taxt.
The mecounts of the Town Trustees or Town's
E pees of Sheffiald date from the year 1566;
bat a can ba Little doubt that the body bad
its in 1297, when Thomas de Fornival
granted a cherter to his free fensnts of the
town of Ehpﬂnld, iving them all the tofts,
landes, and t-enal::{;anaifth t]f:mn held of I:.ix;*‘i!r:
fes,renarving bo himeelf s chisf rent of £8. Ga.
In obtaining thia f the Sheffield men, per-
hepe & littla late, but better late then mever,
were aoting ag their fellow cotuntrymen in other
towns snch as Leiceater, Preston, York, and
Bevarley had dene. They ware baying or beg-
ging themaeelves out of the arbifrary taxes, im-
posed by feudsal lords; they were becoming own-
erd o foa of the landon which their honsas wers
built, and uniting themselves a8 & chartered
eommuanity, to withstand injustice and oppres-
sion, They were better plessed to do for LEI: -
salves what they conld, 1n their own way, than
to have it done for them in other people’s waya.
Englishmen of thoss days were nat-&zla
archeta. They practised with the bow every
Sunday, snd were scoounted the beat markemen
in the world, Under the caxe of the Bheffield
free temants were placed two bmtte in the
Wicker, the near butt and the far buft. They
kept the townehip bow, and we shall find in the
accounts several payments for new how strings,
which gost a penny esch. sthog Latimer,
in his mxth sermcn before Hing Edward ¥1.,
B
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saya: '"The art of she hath been in
times past much esteemed {n this realm, it is a
gift of God that he has given us to excel all
other nationa withal. It hath been God's in-
strnment, whereby He hath given us many
victories againgt our enemies, k¥ hmE
time my poor father woa ma diligent to teac

me to shoot 83 fo learn any other thing; and so,
I think, other men did their children. He
taught me how to draw, how to lay my body in
my bow, awnd not to draw with dtvength of
armg, a& oflier natione do, but with atrﬁngth of
body. [ bad my bows hnu%ht- ma according to
my age and sivength; as 1 increased in them,
a0 my bows ware made bigger and bigger; for
men ghall naver shoot well except they be
broughtup to it It is :mfundly art, a whole.
some lind of exercise, mueh commended

[N

]::sahaﬂiald free tonante rapresented in the
town the civil anthority, whie the Church
Burgesses were entrusbed with the manage-
ment of part of the temporalities of
Church., At first the free tenants embraced
both fanetions — eivil and ecclesiastical —but
b e P, bl il
nur i} r Y * popors 18
nges," the mﬁ?ﬂity was broken, m;fﬁ:lh of the
turmoil two separate bodies emerged, one etill
called the Town's Burgesses, or free tenants, and
attending to seculsr affairs; the other called
the Church Bargesses, attending to the payment
of aasistant miniaters, the repair of the tﬁmmh
fubric and the relief of the . The Town's
Burgesses remsained satisflsd with the old
cherter of Lord Farnival, the Chureh BEur-
goases were [ncorporated ander Boyal Charter
in the firet year of (meen Mary. These free
tanants becama the local governing body, acting
togethar as a kind of merchant guoild, the me-
dismwyal germ out of which our munieipal instita-
ticme have grown, They ired bridges and
roads, paid the bellman gg"ﬂmﬁtaﬂ. oollected
the taxes, equipped soldiers, set up the archery
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butts, ﬁuﬁdad arms and armeur for the defenca
of tha muﬂw moted ag the local
anthority. In owing accounts we
ghall sea the Town's Burgesses performing
;aa.r by yesr unobtrueive but important doties.

he names mentioned are thoee of the principal
inhabitanta, and it {8 curions to note how many
of them have come down to na, either in the
names of places or of still livi g, In
5 ill arcft, Conlstom croft, Hawley croft,
8 paviours, and others, we have personal
nemes sarviving in loealities. In the names of
Creawick, Btaniforth, Greaves, Holdsworth,
Bower, IMckenson, Elliott, FEllis, Btacey,
Bpooner, Yau.ngd. Bright, Webster, Barlow,
Barby, Lockwood, Newton, Broombead, Nodder,
Whataon, Roberte, and many others, we have
the names of families still flourishing among na.

The aarlier vears of the accounts have been
copied entire, but it wes not needfol to con-
tinue this complete transeript thronghont, for
many of the enfries are but repetitions of e
golarly recurring payments. I, therefors, only
extractad such as seemed to possess features of
originality or other interest. In the notes sp-
pended to theaceonnts I have endsavonred to ex-
plain historical allostons, ebaolete or provincial
words, and personal or local vefersnees, and
trust the result will be to give some ides of the
mannet of men who dwelt in Shefhield during
the sixteenth and seventeenth eentories, ML
Taire hag well remarked in the intwod netion to
his ** History of English Literatore,” *' Tiin a
mistake fo stody the decuments ue if they were
igolated. This were to treat thingslike ssimple
pedant, to fall into the error of the biblio-
maniac. Behindall, we bave naither mythology,
nor langnages, but only men, whoe srrangs
words and Imagery according to the necessities
of their organs, and the original bent of thedir
intellects. * *  Nothing existe except
thro some individnal man; if is this indi-
¥ with whom we muat become acgquainted.
When we have established the parentage of



4

dogmas, or the clasaificetions of poems, or the
of comstitntions, or the modifieation
of Eﬂimn. we have only cleared the soil;
genuina history is brought into existence only
when the historian B to onravel, across
the lapea of time, the living man, keiling, im-
paseioned, entrenched in his custome, with his
woloe and featnres, hia gestures and his dress,
distinet and complete as he from whom we
have just parted in the street,™
i we can in any small degree enable onr
renders to reslise this pictore ss ragards Bhef-
fiald, the dry work of copying an old account
book will not have been wholly thrown sway.

J. I, Leaprg.

The following appears on the title page of
the book:—

Bheffeld, anng dmi,, 1586.,—The Eole, as
well of the Burgesses Rents there as also of
the reconynges of the same howe and after
what mann'r the sayde rents are ymployed as
by God'a grace within shall appears, Iade
and begoyne in the yere of our Lorde God
4 MVoLXVL, which Boke was begon and
w'ten by thands of me Thomas Braye (1)
and maye appere within by the peelle,

{1) Themass Braye also gave & book in which to
ieep the acooonts of the Choreh Burgesses in 1657,
Hin will ia dated 11th Nov,, 1589, in which ke
meontions **all my books" and ' wy poor kine-
folks.," Wife Anu to hive all testetor's lands if
she marcy not #il1 his son Franols {s of age. He
wad buried at Hbeffield 11th Hept., 1570, His
aldest gon, Francis Bray, married Joan, dan. of
Thew, Moaley, of Evam, vesman, and by ber had
issue Thos. Bray, of Eyam, aod Frincia Bray.
Thomae, m. Eleanor, d. of John Alton, M. A, and
had iseme Elizabeth, who mer, Francis Pierre-
point, third son of Thos. Earl of Eingaton,
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