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PREFACE

With the reader's indulgence, we will explain just what
this small book is by first defining what it 18 not. It is
not a compendium of statistics. Neither iz it a record of
the actual performance of specific dredges of all kinds and
under all conditions; nor yet & compilation of dredging eost
data. BSuch information iz already minutely available
in the Annual Reports of tho Chief of Engineers, U. &
Army, and in the records of the varicus departments of
commonwealths and munieipalities contrelling dredging
operations in their respective localities.

It has been the author's intention first to deseribe the prin-
cipal types of dredge in such manner as to impart a fun-
damental working knowledge of their construction and
operation, and then to consider, in eonecise form, the usual
problems confrenting the engineer in the eeonception and
accomplishiment of dredging projecta.

Because of the fact that most literature upon the subject,
having been presented in the ferm of papers and articles
in the technical pericdicals, is not only not readily available,
but incomplete, in that each as & rule trests only of one
particular phase of the subject, it is thought that a need
exigts for & comprehengive treatise, which should be helpful
alike to the student and engineer. I'o fill this want has been
the author’s chiective.

The importance of the subject, while not always ap-
parent to the layman, is obviously paramount, involving
the expenditure of many millions of dellars annually for
the neeessities of commercial life.

F. L. 8.

Bavrivone, Mo,
April, 1020,
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