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PREFACE

In the political world, as in all others, the war has
createdd new standards, and the followiny sketchaes,
slight though they be, are designed to assist the
process of revaluation,

They are not meant for the hero-worshipper.  The
Hero as Politician, always rare, ts not cdiscoverable
just nmow by the present writer. ' THE Man " of
the newspaper articles hus still to appear, thoush
he has been regularly announced every three months
or s0. For the most part one can only say of political
things that they have got themselves transacted
somehow. But while, like the angry ape, certain
politicians have played * fantastic tvicks before high
heaven,”
supreme test, and still others have meant exceedingly
well.

In his task of classification the author has paid
scant attention to party labels, and has always
preferred the wider to the narrower loyalty. The
most important question to be aslked of any public
man at this time, " Is he a good Enghshman ?"
cannot be resolved by purely intellectual tests.
Judge Jeffreys used to sayv that he could ** smell " a
certain kind of person ' a mile off.”" The present

others have emerged with credit from the
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writer can claim no such delicacy of perception; yet
he is not ashamed to admit that in some doubtful
cases he has relied chiefly on his nose.

With one or two exceptions, the impressions here
sssembled were first published in Everyman.
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