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NOTICE TO THE READER.

Ly this compilation are included documents of varions dates,
The figures appended to the extracts indicate the respective
years in which they wera issned. Whers two or more dates are-
appended to one paragraph, it is intended to show either that
some change has been mede in the original at the time of the
eacond or other later date, or that two or more paragraphs, isaved
af different times, have been combined. The letters P. E. added
to the date denote that the paragraph was taken from o printed:
epistle of the Yearly Meeting ; whilst all parsgraphs to which
these lefters are mot affixed were talon cither from special |
addresses, or from minutes issued Ly that meeting,
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CHAPTER 1

CHRISTIAN DOOTRINE.

}tl ml AX EPITLE ADDRESSED RY' GEORGE FOX AND' OTHEDA,

'to THE cummn ‘OF mumna, 1671,

" We do own sod believe in God the ,only wise, ommipotent,

and everlasting God, who is the Creatar of all things both in
heeven and in,the esrth, and the Preserver of all that He hath
made ;- who is God over all, bleased for ever; to whom be all
honour and glory, dominion, praise and thanksgiving, both now
and for. Emrmore 1,-And we do own and believe in Jesus Christ,
his beloved snd: m:l.ly bego‘htan Son, in whom He ia well pleased ;

who was ooneeived by the Haly Ghost, and born of the. Virgin
Mary; in whom we, have redsmption through his blosd, even
the forgiveness of sins ;. who is the express image of the invisible
God, the first- bprn of every creature, by whom were all things
created that are in hesven'and thst are in eartlh, visible and
invigibla, whm:herthsy be t.llmnes, or dommnn.n, or prineipalities,
or powers ;. all things were- -::reated by Him, And we do own
and beliave that He wes, madu a saerifiee for gin, who knew no
sin, neﬂ.her was guile found in his mouth; and that He was
crucified for us in the flesh, withoot- 'thngntes of Jernsalem ; apd
that He was buried, and rose again the third day by tho power
of his Father, for our justification ; and we do belisve that He
ascended up into heaven; and now sitteth st the right hand of
God. This Jesns, who was the foundation of the hely prophets
and apostles, is our foundation; and we do believe that there
is no other foundation to be laid bat that which is laid; even
Christ Jesus; who, we believs, tasted death for every man, and
shed his blood for all men, snd is the propitistion for our sins,
and not for cura only, but also for the sins of the whole world :
according a8 John the Baptist testified of Him, when he said,
* Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
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2 CHRIBTIAN DOCTRINE. [crar. 1.

world,” Johni. 23, We believe that He alone is our Redeemer
and Baviour, even the Captain of onr salvation, (who saves ns
from sin, as well &8 from hell and the wrath fo come, and
destroys the devil and his works) who is the Beed of the woman
that bruises the serpent's head, to wit, Christ Jesna, the Alpha
and Omega, the First and the Last. That He is (as the
Beriptures of truth eay of Him) our wisdom and righteonsness,
justification and redemption; neither is thers salvation in any
other, for thero is mo other mame under heaven given among
men, whereby we may be gaved. Ii is He alone who is the
Bhepherd and Bishop of cur sounls : Ha it is who is our Prophet,
whom Moses long since testified of, saying, ‘¢ A prophet shall
the Lord your God raise np anto yon of your brethren, like unto
me; him shall ye hear in sll things whatacever he sghsll say
unto you: and it shall come to pass, that every soul which will
not hesr thet prophet shall be destroyed from among the
people,” Acte dii. 22, 28, He it is that i now come “and
hath given ns sn onderstanding, thet we may know Him that
ig troe.” And He rules in our hearts by his law of love and
of life, snd makes us free from the law of in and death. And
we have no life but by Him; for He i% the quickening Bpirit,
the second Adam, the Lord from Heaven, by whose blood we
are cleansed, and our consciencet sprinkled from dead works, to
gerve the living God. And He is our Medistor, that makes
peace and reconcilistion between God offended snd us offending ;
He being the Cath of God, the new covenant of light, life,
grocs, and peace ; the Author and Finigher of our faith. Now
this Lord Jesus Christ, the heavenly man, the- Emmannel, God
with us, wo oll cwn and believe in; Him whom the high-priest
raged against, and said He had spoken blasphemy: whom the
priests and the elders of the Jews took counsel together against,
and put to desth; the pame whom Judss betrayed for thirty
pieces of silver, which the priesta gave him as & reward for his
treason ; who slso gave large money to the soldiers to broach an
‘horrible lie, namely, that bis dieciples came and sfole Him awsy
by might whilst they slept. And after He waa risen from the
dead, the history of the scte of the apostles sets forth how the
chief priests and clders persecuted the disciples of this Jesus,
for preaching Christ and his resurrection. This, we say, is




