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PREFACE.

Trr compilation of the following Memoirs has been
undertaken at the special request of some of the
most attachod friends of the deceased. The design
of the narraiive is to preserve a recollection of his
character and labours, in the minds of those who
Enew and loved him; and to remove any unfavoursble
unpression, which may be entertained by those who
had not the opportunity of personal sequaintance, in
consequence of the many distorted representations
and anecdotes coneerning him, which have obtained
cireulation.

It has been the study of the biographer, to bring
out a faithful delineation of his real character: neither
to magnify his excellencies, ner conecal his defeets.
The greatest care has been taken, fully to anthenticate
tha numerous facts detailed, and to present them
without any artificial covering.




iv. FREFACE.

To those of his friends, and especially to his
brethren in the ministry, who have favoured the
writer with important eomrnunications, which are
acknowledged in the courss of the narrative, he de-
sires 1o offer his most respeeifnl acknowledgments

The compiler has no pecuniary interest in the
publication: should any profits arize, they will be
appropriated in the proper quarfer. It will be a
sufficient remuneration to him, if he has in any
degres suoeeeded in placing the character of his
deceased friend in its proper position, and if, through
the blessing of God, the record should promote the
edifieation of the church, the suthor will feel himself
amply rewarded. :

A, STEELE.
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CHAP, L

HIA EAELY LIFE AND JONTVERSION.

'ﬂmklwﬁﬂuﬂjﬂmWrﬂw
Education, , and cireg will fully explain this
diversity, Bmemm'bmnlmam they will hont fhrongh
Libeuriés to rectify & syllabla, Other men are born Eeen &8 & TREcr:
they have a sherp, severs, strong asmmen: they eat everyihing to
pieces."—=CEorz. :

VHE works of God are distinguished not merely
YL by their besuty, order, and harmony, but by
their vast variety. If we look into the vegetabls, the
minersl, or the animal kingdom, whilst the general law
of nature rules in the leading features, which mark
sny particular subject of our investiggtion, yet there
is not always the same unbroken chain of uniformity.
It is the same in the world of mankind: the variety
of complexion that we meet with in mind, is to pome
extent, analogous to that which we discover in the
countenance: snd the mind has its correspondent
influence on the eourse of action, and directs tha
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