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INTRODUCTION.

e e—

BexsaNI® FRANKLIN'A Auntobiography ends with tha
year 1757, whem he was sent & Epgland as repre-
pentative of the Assembly of Philadalphia. His ser-
vises wers foond to be s0 valushla that he was
appointed apont alzo for the Staios of Massschuotta,
Maryland, and Georgis. The Roysl Bociety of
Eungland ot only made him one of ifs Fellows, in the
mauner deseribed oo pags 180 of this volums, but alse
awarded to him & gold medal. Ha received honorary
Dostorates from the Universities of Oxford, Edim-
burgh, and St Andrews; and he was mpde sn
Associnte of the Academy of Parls, Having returned
to Amerien in 1762, he was again sent t0 Bogland to
nssist in labouring to averf war betweon the mofhe

eountry and the teangatlantic colonies. After sirens-
ons efforta, that were mads in vain, Franklin retnroed
to Philadelphia in 1775, and was theneeforth active -
among those lemdsrs of opinion who secored the
Doclaration of Independence of the thirteem United
Stutes on the 4th of July, 776, Franklin then went

% Paris sa minister for the United Siates of Ameriea



4 THTRODTOTION,

In Paris he secured the sid of Franss in the coming
stroggls, When the struggle snded with the signing
of & treaty of poace that conceded independemcs,
Franklin, then ssventy-zix years old, signed for the
United Btates the treaty which he had assisted in
wegotinting. Threa years later he went back to
Ameriea, where he took part in the revison of the
Articles of Uniom. He diad full of years and honours
on the 17th of April, 1790, at the age of sighty-four.

Affer his desth 3 gemsral meurning for two months
was grdered by Conpgress, a8 & tribote to the memory of
gme of the beat and wisest of thoss who had sssisfed in
the forming of the thirtsen Btatza into a nation.

Franklin began to writa this Antobiography in the
form of & letier to his som, the Guovernor of New
Jersey, in 1771, whem he was sizty-five years old, and
& holiday-guest In Hampehire, st the bouse of his
friend, Dr. Jonathan SBhipley, Bishop of St Asaph’s,
Hao bad bronght the seoonnt down to the time of his
. marrisge when the koliday was over. After thivieen
years another chaptsr was written, st Pasay, in 1784,
The rest wes sdded in 1788, when Franklin was
=ighty-two years old. '

H. M
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I mave ever had a plestors in obdaining any littls anec-
dotes of my ancastors.  You ruy rovoember the Inguiries T
made amotg the rameine of my ralaticns when you wera
with me in BEngland, and the journey I mmderteok for thit
parpese. Imagiming if may be equally agreesbls to you to
issrn the groomedanosd of ey life, many of which you are
anacquainted with ; and expsciing the enjoyment of & few
weeln' mminterropted leimnre, I st down $b wrile them.
Bexides, thera ara #ome other Indueswments that excite me
to this wndertaking. From the poverty and cbwcarity in
which I waa born, and in which T passed my earliest years,
I have raised myse ton giade of affluencs and some degres
of celebrity in the world, As constant good forfune has
acomupanied me even to an advsnced period of life, my pos-
terity will porhaps be deficous of learning the means whieh
I employed, and which, thasks to Providencs, so well
smucceadsd with me. They may sdsc doem them fit to ba
imitated, shoald any of them find themselves in aimilae
airoumatances.
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This good fortune, when T reflect om it (which is fre-
quantly the casa), has inducsd me semetimas to eay, that if

wore laft o0 my choies, T should have no ohjection to go
over the same lifs from it8 boginming to the end ; rmquesting
only the advantage snthors have of corvecting in 8 ssocnd
edition the faults of the first. So would I also wirh to
change some insidents of it, for others morve favoorable
Notwithstanding, if thia condifion was denisd, I shounld still
snocapt the offer of recommencing thoe same lifo. Buf as
this zopelitlon i not to ba expected, that which roscwnbles
meat living one's life over sgain, seomns to be fo recall all
the ofvrumstances of it and, to render this remambrance
pora durable, to racord them in writing.

In thoe emploving myealf, 1 ehall yield to the inolinetion
. mo naiural to old mom, of talking of themsalves and their
own actions ; and T shall indnlge it withont being tiresoms
to those who, from respect to my age, might concetve them-
palves obliged to listen to me, since thoy will be always frea
to read me ur Bot.  And, Ieetly (I may as well confesa it, a8
the denial of it would be belisved by mobody), I ahall, peg-
haps, not a littls gratity my own vanity. Indesd, I never
beard or saw the introdoctory womds, © Withoot venify I
ma'y gay,' &c., but some wuin tung mmoediately followed.
Ennﬁ'panplu dielika vanity in othors, whatever ghare they
huva of it themselves; but I give it feir qoarter whersver I
meat with it, baing persuaded that it ia offen productive of
good ta tho possesscr, snd to others who are within his
sphers of action ; and therefore, in many cuses, It would not
be altogether sbsurd, if & mun were to thank God for his
ranity among the other oomicrta of life.

And now I speak of thanking God, I desire, with sall
humility, to acknowledge that I attrilmts the mentioned
happines of my past life to His divine providence, whisk
lod me to the meann I used, and gave the succesa. My
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belief of this induoes me fo Ao, thoegh T must not preasme
that the eame goodness will stll be pxercised towarda e in
continuing that happiness, or emabling me {o bear a fatal
reverse, which I muy experienco as olbers have done; the
complexion of my futurs fortune being koown to Him only
in wihoes power it in to bless ue, sven in onr aficticne.

fome notes, which one of my nnelee, who had the sams
curigaity in collecting lamily aneodoter, onoe put Inte my
hends, fornished me with several particulors relative to our
ancestors. From thess motss ¥ learned that they lived In
the eame, village, Ecton, in Northemptonshire, on & freshold
of about thirty acres, for at lewst thres hundred yesrs, and
how much linger could nol be adsertoiead.

Thie sumall estate wonld not hovo auffeod for their majn.
tenanoe without the baeiness of 8 amnith, which had continned
in the family down to my uncla'a time, the eldest son being
alweys trought up to that smployment ; & coatom which he
and my fathar followsd with repurd to their eldegt sons.
When I searched tha registars at Leton, I found an aseount
of theair marriapes and borials from the year 1656 only, as
the registera kopt did nob comenenee provioes thereto, I,
howerer, learned frow it that I waa the youngest som of
the yooogast son for five generstions back., My prend.
father, ‘Thomas, wha was boen in 1695, lived at Ecton till
he waa too old to continue his business, whae he retived to
Banbury, m Oxfondehirn, to the hooss of his son John,
with whom my father eorved an appreaticesfup.  Thare my
uncle died, and iies buried. We saw Lis gravestone in
1768. His eldeqt son Thomas lived in the house at Eoton,
and laft it, with the land, to his onlv dacghter, who, witk
her husband, ome Fisher, of Wellingherongh, sold it to Mr.
Isted, now dord of the manor there. My grandfsther had
four sond, who grew ap: vis, Thomas, John, Benjamin,
and Josiah, DBoing af & dislanes from my [papers, T will
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give you what acoount I can of them from memory ; and H
my papars are nok lost in my absance, you will find amoog
fhem many more particnlam.

my eldeat uncle, waa bred s smith nnder his
father, but being ngemions, and cooooraged in learning, as
all his hrothers were, by an Eaquirs Palmer, then the prine.
eipal inhabitant of that parish, he qualifisd himsel for the
bar, and becarme a conmiderahle man in the oomnty; was
chiaf mover of all public-spirited enberprised for the commty
or town of Northamplon, as well aa of his own village, of
which many instances wwrs yolated of him; ands ho was
mmuch taken notios of and petronissd by Lord Halifax. Ha
died in 1702, the Oth of Jaonary, four years, to & day, befors
I was born. The recital which soms eldarly persons
mads {0 0§ of his character, T remamber strock you as
something axriracrdioary, from its similarily with what
you kmew of me. " Had hs dlad," aaid you, ‘“four years
later, on the same day,cme might hars supposed s trans-

R

John, my next goele, wae bred a dyar, T halisve of weol.
Benjuoin was bred o alk dyer, parving an appremticeship
In London. He wasaningenionaman. 1 remember, when
I wea 8 hoy, ha came to my fethar's in Boston, and  resided
in the hoore with ns for saveral years. Thore was always
n partionlar affection betwwmts my father and him, and I
wus his godsom.  He Hved to & great age.  He Jaft behind
him two querto volumss «f rmanuseript, of his own postry,
conaisting of fogitive picoen, addressed to his friends. Ha
had imventsd a ghort-hend of his own, which he taught
ma; but, not having peactised i, [ have now forgotten it.
He was very picus, 2pd an aggidnong attendant st the ser-
monk of the best preachers, which he reduced to writing
aocording to his method, and had thos collocted seversl
volomes of them,



