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PREFACE.

My object in issying thix memuir has been fwofold.
In the first place, there i & nafurel deswire on fhe parl
of the public lo learn something of the career of every
artist who visity this country. That derire is infensified
when the artist is so illuelrious os Sarak Berniardt.
Ller name, af least, fs femiliar fo lhe pluy-goere of
Australia, although she hop nof yet acted here. Bul
her achicvements are nol po well-knowon.  She ig the
heroine of & lhousand and one anecdotes, some gf fhem
questionable, few of them frue. It 4a mo secref thal, af
one time, in order o familigrise hevself with the idea of
death, she adopted the grucsome plan of sleeping in a
coffin, Ar lo her stage-life, howerer, bul seant inform-
ation hus, as yel, been published. The biogrophical
dictionarics contain bul superficiul accounis of the
greatest Fremch actress since fhe dayw of the *' divine
LRachel”” Hitherfo, no fuir, unprejudiced, and, so far
as may be, comprehensive memoir of this famous player,

has been penned. In making lhe altempt to supply this



wiii. IHENACE.

want, wmy path hes been besel with difficulties which, 1
ant pain enough fo think, have been surmounted. When,
in 18883, I had the konour of sketching the life of Henry
Irving, prior fo his first visit lu America, obundunce of
maderial was at my command. The difficully then was
not 8o muck whal should go info the book buf what
should be Izff onl of if. Moreover, if (here was any
doubt a8 {o o dale, if any stalemeni of fucl wanled
amplificativn, the acltor-managyer waa el hand fo supply
the requisite imformabion. In the preseni case, the
difficulty has beem reversed. There is no book, no
maguzine, no uewspaper, within my knowledge, in which
an exhaustive article on the accomplishonenls of Sarah
Bernhard! iz to be found. The Public Lilrury here,
thanks fo the never-foiling courlesy of Mr. Boberl C.
Walker, has been ransecked, but wifhout avail, In
anticipation of Madame Bernhardls visil, I sent fo
Londen some months ego for anylhing thal could
possilly be of use fo me in the wriling of a memoir, but
to no purpose. Forlunaiely, my owsn dramalic Lilirary,
and my personal experience of the stage, heve enabled
me, as I hope, to relale, clearly and concisely, the
kistrionic career of the noled tragédienne.

My second sbieol in writing this memoir was Lorn
of the wish fo pay o tribufe, nof, I (rust, enfirely
untworihy, to the geniug of an aciress who has affurded
e, in common with many others, profound pleasure. In
the pursuil of my duties as a dramatic eritic in London,



PREFALK, ix.

it wog wmy good fortune to witnesk the most imporiant
evenls of the Stage during scveral notable years.
Preasured in my mind ds the reeollection of Sarah
Bernhardt in the mojorify of her foremost characters.
I have seen her in “ Phédre” in © Adrierne Lecou-
rewr,” in * Frou-Frow," in * La Dume auxr Cumélias,”
in ** Fédora,” in * Thépdorae ;' also, in Lady Macheth
and other charagters. ¥ will fhus be gathered that T
have uot writlien aboul her in ignoarance. Insome coses,
I have relied wpon the judgment of olhiers, und, where
an opinion i8 gquoled, earec has been laken fo verify
the expression. My work has been o labous of lore,
No paing have been spared in order to ollain correet-

nwess a8 regards facts,

I am particularly prond of (ke ilinstrations which
wecompany the memoir. They mark, a8 T centure fo
think, a decided wdvence upon unyihing that has yef
been done in Ausiralie in a cheap publication. They
have leen selected with the view of giving strangers
lo the art of this incomparable wclress an idea of
ker oppearance al vorious fimes and in different
dresses, The poriraile of Madame Bernhardf, ag she
appears in her studio, and aa she ia seen in ** Ruy Blas”
—one of ker earliest successea—were faken, in Paris,
in 1879 ; that of her in © Le Pgssanl” was made, a
yeay or two luter, in London; while that of her as
Théodora was done, recently, in New York. ZThe
frontispiere vepresents the gified actress as she aow 18,



X, PREPADE,

It is from one of the last pholographs of her. For
the use of this photograph, and that of the actress as
Théodora, I am indebled fo the courtesy of a friend.
At some peeuniary visk, T have had ithe pictures
separalely printed, on the best poaper obluinable, in
preference to having them worked-in with the text, more
Justice being thus done to the engravers and printers, as
well as lo the originad,

In conclusion, T may add that those who seek for
any gossip concerning the domestic affairs of the aclress,
will not find it kere. I kold il an impertinence for any
individual fo attempt o pry into the privaele life of an
arlist. On the other hund, those who are desirous of
reading an honest account of her slage-career, will nol,
i ir.:-'wf, be altogelher disappointed in this biographical

and eritical sketch.,
A D

Lavender Bay, Syduey.
19¢4 My, 1891,




