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PREFACE.

HIS book iz a manual for achool work ; a sequel to
the ordinary text-books on grammar, and an intro-
duction to the stody of rhetorie proper. Its aim is to
present, in simple and interesting form, a Graded Course
in Composition, — a course that shall lead to a fair mas-
tery of good English, the development of a critical lit-
erary taste, habits of systemutic investigation, and the
power of expressing 8 train of thought in appropriate
language.

An cffort has been made to have each chapter matu-
rally and logically conneceted with what precedes and
with what follows it. One thing is taught at a fime;
every subject is fully explained and illustrated; and
what is learned is at onee applied.

The Exercises, which are carefully graduvated, are
numerous and various, Some of them are intended to
prevent the pupil from fulling into slovenly and inaccu-
rate writing; to familiarize him with standard usage,
and at the same time test his ability to employ in prac-
tice the principles npon which that usage depends;
others, to cultivate facility of expression; and many,
to supply a drill in the several kinds of discourse, —
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Descriptive, Narrative, and Discursive. The latter, as a
rule, are in skeleton form, and either furnish material
or are aecompanied by reference lists.

Paraphrasing, Reproduction from Memory, Classifica-
tion of Thoughts, Topical Analysis, and Summarizing,
a8 here presented, will afford, it is believed, an invaluable
diacipline. It is hoped, also, that the treatment of Punc-
tuation will be found to be elear and practical.

Asg, in the cases of & very large number of pupils, no
higher skill in Compogition will ever be reguired than
ability to write a letter properly, it has not been forgot-
ten that one of the great objects of instruction is to
make good letter-writers,

The training in Versification can scarcely fail to be of
important service in cultivating the ear, in improving the
taste, and in strengthening the essay powers of pupils.

The treatment, throughout, i3 constructive ; the learner
being viewed at every step as the prospective maker of
literature.

The cordial acknowledgments of the author are due
to the works of Meiklejohn, Dalgleish, Armstrong, Hiley,
Beid, Monfries, Murison, Brewer, Laurie, Ishister, Leitch,
Bardeen, Southworth, and Goddard.

* ALFRED H. WELSH.

Coruvmeus, Oio,
Awgust 25, 1888.
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